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TO THE 
PARISHIONERS 


St. LUKE 's Pariſh. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Ot withſtanding you are not all Veſtry-Men, yet 

ou have heard of the arbitrary Proceedings of 

ome, who have had their own private Intereſt 
more at heart than yours as a Pariſh. 

You have alſo heard that Mr. Thomas Sayers, when he 
was your Head-Church- Warden, intended to have defrauded 
the Pariſh of near 500 Pounds, had he not been detected a 
firſt and ſecond Time, by the Vigilance of thoſe Veſtry-Men 
BIR were choſe a Committee to inſpe&t the Accounts that 

ear. 

And you have heard, that the ſaid Committee, with thoſe 
added (by the Deſire of the ſaid Thomas Sayers) did, by re- 
examining his Accounts agree, that the ce of both 
Parts of his Account, which he made to be, as delivered 
in at firſt 5 30 J. 16s. 5 3d. due to him, as Money advanced 
for the Pariſh, was no more than 213 /. 19s. 44d. when 
3161. 17 s. 4 d. was deducted for Frauds, c. and much 
more would have been deducted, as it now appears, were 
the Accounts now to be adjuſted. 

Which Accounts were ſettled the 3oth of January 17 34, 
by the Petty-Seffions then held at the Red-L:ion Coftechoulſe 
in Clerkenwell Pariſh; to which Account the ſaid Thomas 
Sayers then ſigned a Declaration, that the ſaid Sum of 213 /. 
19 f. 43d. was the full Sum then due to him from the ſaid 
Pariſh of St. Luke's, as the Ballance of both Parts of his Ac- 
counts; to which, as a Witneſs, his Attorney (being then 
5 ſet his Name, as will appear by a Copy of che ſaid 
laration in this Narrative. 

And yet you have heard, that the ſaid Thomas Sayers 
ſoon after he was paid the-ſaid Sum of 213/. 19 5. 4 1 d. with 

| oe. a Intereſt 


* 
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Intereſt to the very Day, did in Veſtry make a new Demand 
of 801. as then ſtill due to him from the Pariſh, thereby 
abuſing the Clemency ſhewn him for the Frauds committed 
in his Accounts, 

Which new Demand was referred to the Committee that 
ſettled his Accounts; and they, in,their Report were unani- 
mous, That there was not one Penny thereof due to him, 
but that he and his Wife were liable to be indicted for For- 
gery ; which, by the new Demand, fully appeared. By 
which you will fee the Reaſon that he was not indicted at 
firft, and not until the Year 1737, tho' the Facts were com- 
mitted in the Years 1733 and 17 24. 

You have alſo heard, that on the Committee's making, 
their Report, and therein declaring, That now they had 
full Proof of the Forgery in their hands ; for which he at 
- firſt ſo narrowly eſcaped Newgate: The Veſtry came to a 

Reſolution to proſecute him and his Wife for Forgery, as the 
Law directed, and choſe the ſaid Committee to put that 
| Reſolution in execution at the Pariſh Charge, and that he 

was indicted, and hefl ying from Juſtice, was outlawed, 

But, as you have heard of theſe Proceedings only at ſecond 
hand, and as ſome, notwithſtanding he fled from Juſtice, 
(which no innocent Perſon need in this Kingdom) affirm he 

was, and is an innocent Man, and that he hath been hardly 
dealt with: Therefore, that you may make a due Judgment, 
when you have conſider'd the Truth of Facts, the enſuing 
Narrative is put into your hands, as an Appeal from the ſaid 
Committee to you, what Veſtryman does deſerve your 
Thanks or Cenſure; he that is faithful in the Diſcharge of 
his Truſt, in the due Examination of the Accounts com- 
mitted to his Care, or thoſe that were and are for intermix- 
ing of the Accounts, as a Screen to Frauds, and alſo for 

not puniſhing the Offender ; deeming it a needleſs Expence, 
chooſing rather to loſe four or five hundred Pounds, than ex- 
pend feventy in making ſuch a Man a Publick Example. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Jam, 


Ola. Street, St. Luke's Day, 
in the Vear 1739. 


Lidl due Reſpects, 
Your moſt humble Servant. 
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| oo SOME | 
LATE TRANSACTIONS 
IN 


St. LUKES PARISH. 


N the City of London, there is a very ancient well-govern'd 

I Pariſh, known by the Name of St. Giles's Cripplegate 
without, which Pariſh, a few Years paſt, conſiſted of two 

Parts; one known by the Name of the Freedom, and the 

other the Lordſhip Part, as the ancient Mannor of Finsbury. 

Each Part held feparate Veſtries, choſe ſeparate Officers, 
made ſeparate Rates and maintain'd their Poor ſeparately, 
and had alſo ſeparate Work- houſes; and to the Lordſhip Part 
many Donations have been made, and Charities given for 
the Uſe of the Poor, to the amount of near 300 Poundsa Year; 
but it is worth Enquiry how much yearly is really applied 
for the Uſes it was given. . 

And the Lordſhip Part choſe e Church-War- 
dens, five Overſeers of the Poor, four Conſtables, and other 

rochial Officers, as it conſiſted of four Liberties, (via.) 
Grub. ireet, White-Croſs-ftreet, Golden-Lane, and Old-ftreet 
Liberties, 1 | 

The Government is in a Veſtry, conſiſting of the Rector 
and all ſuch Pariſhioners, as have ſerved all Offices, or paid 
a certain Fine for being excuſed, and the two Church- 
Wardens, and five Overſeers for the time being; which 
Veſtry being ſummoned and thirteen appearing, provided 
the Rector or a Church-Warden is one, they proceed to 
Buſineſs. 

The general Uſage of the Lordſhip Part was (and now is 
of the new Pariſh) for the Head Church-Warden to col- 
lect and pay all belonging to the Church, and Donations 
and Charities, and alſo to receive a certain Sum yearly from 
each of the Overſeers of the Poor, and pay the caſual Poor, 
and a part of the Charge of the Work-houſe. 

And the Overſeers collect the Poors Rates in their reſpec- 
tive Liberties, and pay the Penſion- Poor and the other Part 
the Expence at the Work- houſe. | And 
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And ſoon after the ſaid Officers are out of Office, the 
Veſtry always did, except in the Year 1734, chuſe a Com- 
mittee of 'T welve, that is, three Veſtry-Men out of each 
Liberty, as Inſpectors to examine the late Officers Accounts, 
and report them to the Veſtry. 

And it was cuſtomary time paſt for the ſaid Committee to 
meet at ſuch Time and Place, as the then late Church-Warden 
or Overſeers of the Poor did appoint, and that was uſually in 
an Afternoon at ſome Publick-Houſe ; one Afternoon for the 
five Overſeers Account, and another for the Church-War- 
den: and when met, their chief Buſineſs was to ſee that 
each Account was truly caſt up, and then ſtrike a Ballance, 
not in the leaſt doubting of the Reality and Juſtneſs of each 
Article charged. | 

And ſhould they, in former Days, have acted fo unad- 
viſedly, as ſome ſay they have done ſince, eſpecially in re- 
ſpect to the faid Thomas Sayers's Account, and by their 
cloſe Examination into the Juſtneſs of each Article charged, 
have found out any one Article charged too much, or not 
really bouzht and paid for, or any new Expence intro- 
duced, or inſiſted on having dubious Articles explained, or 
a Voucher for each, or any ſuch Trifle as ſome have termed 
it, it might have ſtruck up ſuch a Light, as might have 
ſtartled a young or new Committee-Man, then as well as 
now, that might not eaſily have been extinguiſhed. 

At leaſt, it might have broke through ſo laudable a Cuſtom 
that ſo long had ſubſiſted, of doing that in one Afternoon, 
that was little enough to be done between Brother and Bro- 
ther in three or four, if well done. | 

Forgetting that they were choſe Inſpectors, not Spectators, 
and therefore three in each Liberty, that each Liberty might 
be ſatisfied, that their Money was frugally laid out, and a 
juſt Account thereof render'd ; for any two Perſons might, 
as well as twelve, have caſt up the Accounts and ſtruck a 
Ballance, as the Accounts were by the reſpective Officers 
produced, if that was all that was needful to be done. 

But if nothing worſe ſhould have happened, by becoming 
ſuch Buſy- Bodies, as ſome term it, in doing their Duty a- 
greeable to the Truſt repoſed ; it would have been a means 
of interrupting, if not of breaking thro' the great Harmony 
(and not doing as they had been done by) that was then be- 
tween the Committee-Men and Officers, and ny 
have ſpoiled the Supper ordered by the Officers, to be ready 


by a certain time. And would not that have been a great Pity : 
An 
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And would it not abſolutely have prevented the drinking 
the quondam Officers Health in a Bumper, after all was 
ſettled, either late that Evening, or early next Morning? 
And all this, would have been owing to ſome ſqueamiſh 
Stomachs, that would rather have loſt ten ſuch Gutling- 
bouts, than not diſcharge their "Truſt by diſcovering the 
Frauds found out: And even, if they had ſeen a new Wall 
of a Church-yard meaſured, and caſt up fifty or ſixty Pounds 
more than it really came to, or a Superviſor of the Highways 

ut forty or fifty Pounds of the Pariſh-Money in his private 
Pocket it would have all come out. 

But, this Uſage was before Honeſt Tom, the firſt Head 
Church--Warden of the new Pariſh, was detected, which, 
tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe, gave him no ſmall Hopes that 
his Accounts would have paſt as others had done, with ſuch 
a bare ſuperficial Examination; as *tis evident, that theſe 
were his Hopes, by the care he took in having a Committee 
choſe before he was out of his Office, which was uſuall 
done after, as you will pleaſe to obſerve will be mentioned 
in its proper place, | 

But to proceed: It was alſo the Cuſtom for the Veſtry 
to chuſe another Committee of Twelve, that is, three out 
of each Liberty, the beginning of each Year, as tis now 
to chuſe four out of each Liberty ; which ſixteen, and the 
two Church-wardens, and five Overſeers, make a Com- 
mittee of M re to take the care of all things needful 
reſpecting the Work- houſe. 

And to that intent the ſaid Committee do meet every 
Tueſday at the Work- houſe; and when five are come, and 
they have choſen a Chairman, they proceed to Buſineſs, re- 
ceiving in, and turning out, and ordering what is needful 
to be done, and what and when any thing is needful to be 
bought, that all things may be done to the beſt advantage. 

And the ſaid Coumittee had agreed before the Year 1733, 
that each of the Overſeers ſhould, in their turn, buy the 
Meat needful at the Work- houſe for a Month, and fend it 
in Weekly at the loweſt Price; but this good Management 
of the Work- houſe did not long ſubſiſt, it was broke thro* 
as ſoon as one that was of an arbitrary Temper was choſe 
Church-warden, as though the whole Power was lodged in 
himſelf, 

And eſpecially in the Year 1733, a flagrant Inſtance 
thereof appeared in the then Ch—h-W n, or his Ad- 


viſers; for there was then a Brew-houſe and Bake-houſe, e. 
| erected, 


v increa 
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erected, that came to near two hundred Pounds which 


was done independent of any Orders from the ſaid Com- 
mittee or Veſtry, but not without the Advice of one, that, 


tis ſaid, found his account it it, to the Value of thirty, 


ſome ſay, forty Pounds per Year ; though 'tis not ſo now. 
And, by the ſame way of thinking, Honeſt Tom the But- 

cher, being Head Church-Warden, thought all the Power 

was lodged in him alſo ; therefore, contrary to the Order 


of the ſaid Committee, he would and did, as he was a But- 


cher, fend in ſuch Meat, and at ſuch a Price, as he thought 
beſt; but fome ſo bad, that one, if not two of the ſaid 
Committee have declared, it was hardly fit for Dogs, much 
more for the Poor to eat. 

The Meat fo ſent in that Year came to 98 J. 15 s. 10 4. 
as he had charged it; which, if all had been good, was 
proved at the Petty Seffions to be twenty-four Pounds four- 
tcen Shillings and Six-pence, above the then Market-price 
when ſent in, which was near 25 per Cent. above common 
Gains, 

But, this was not Honeſt Tom's Maſter-piece, but only 
a Specimen of his then Good-will to the new Pariſh, and 
way of acting, being willing to make it evident to the 
World, he was no ſuch Fool as not to make Hay while 
the Sun did ſhine, not knowing if ſuch another Opportunity 
might offer. | 
. To proceed: The Lordſhip Part (now this new Pariſh) 

' in Building ſo greatly, that there was then in 
the Poors Rate-Book 3021 Houfes then rated, whilſt under 
ſuch glorious Management, at 22948 Pounds Rent per Year, 
which, as the Rate then was at 25. 6 d. per Pound, came 
to 2868 Pounds; there was not collected that Year much 
above 1700 Pounds, by which the willing Pariſhioners bore 
the Burden of all, and ſome of the Rents were not rated 
much above half, and others to the Rack; which made a 
new Survey of the Pariſh abſolutely neceſſary, as no legal 
Rate then could be made. 

The Lordſhip Part being thus inlarged, the Inhabitants 
had petitioued the Parliament that they might become a new 
Pariſh and have a Church built ; which Petition being 

ranted, a Church was built in that Part, known by the 
Nama of Old-ftreet Liberty. 

For the Year 1733, there was choſe as Head Church- 
Warden Mr. Thomas Sayers a Butcher, in JFhite-Creſs-ſtreet, 
(a Man cut out for what was to be done) and Mr, R. MHanſell, 
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as Under Church-Warden; and as Overſeers of the 
Poor, Meſſ. C. Robinſon and J. Pelah, for Grub-ftreet Li- 
berty; Mr. G. Sharpe, for White-Creſs-ftreet ; Mr. R. 
Flawer, for Golden- Lane; and Mr. C. Ofgodby, for Old. ſtreet 
Liberty. 

The Church being built, the Veſtry granted that Year a 
Church-Rate of two Shillings in the Pound, to raiſe Money 
8 pay for what was needful to fit the Church to worſhip 

od in. 

In the Month of Odlober, 17 33, it was conſecrated, or 
ſet apart to worſhip the Only Living and True God in, and 
from that day, by the Act of Parliament, the ſaid Lordſhip 
Part became one of the fifty new Pariſhes, by the Name of 
St. Luke's Pariſh, in the County of Middleſex. 

And the then Veſtry-men of the ſaid Lordſhip Part be- 
came the Veſtry-men of the new Pariſh, and the ſaid Offi- 
cers for the remaining part of their reſpective Year, became 
the Officers of the new Pariſh. | LE 

On which, the two Church-Wardens were obliged to 


take the Oath of a Church-Warden a ſecond time; by 


which Honeſt Tom could not but remember what he had 
ſworn to do, if a Copy thereof had not at firſt been put into 
his hands as uſual. | 

Pleaſe to obſerve, that this extraordinary good Man, 
the ſaid Church-Warden, did ſome Weeks before he and 
the Overſeers were out of their Office, produce in Veſtry 


a Paper, which he ſaid was an Abſtract of that Part of his 


future Account that did reſpect the Church, which Paper 
was writ by the then Veſtry-Clerk, containing ſeveral Ar- 
ticles as Caſh received, and paid, the Total of each, v:z. 
92 „ 4. 
1331 6 3 paid. 
1080 2 o received. 
Ballance 251 4 3 6 
By which, a Ballance of 25 1 J. 45s. 3 d. appearing to be 
due to the ſaid Thomas Sayers, who inſiſted as Church- 
Warden, he had advanced fo much for the Pariſh ; he there- 
fore defired that an additional Church-Rate of Six-pence in 


the Pound might be granted to reimburſe him that Sum. 


Which Motion being made and ſeconded, a Dzhatc 
thereon aroſe, and ſeveral were for it, who were not in the 
Secret, as it appeared but a reaſonable Demand, (if in ſact 
he had really advanced ſo much Money) when all that wes 

collected, 


(8) 
collected, or could be collected, by that Rate, and when all 
was come into his hands, was not yet enough. 

But the Motion was oppoſed, and it was proved that the 
Rate of two Shillings granted, was not fully collected, and 
that even then, there was collected in Grubſtreet Liberty 
497 J. in White-Croſs-ftreet 274 l. in Golden- lane 188 J. and in 
Out. ircet Liberty 283. which makes the Sum of 1242 J. 
though alk might not then be paid into his hands by the 
Sides-Men that collected it; and alſo, that there was a Gift 
of 50 l. by a private Hand, and a Gift of 100 J. by the Iton- 
mongers Company, for that very uſe, all which made the 
Sum of 1392 J. if no more had been or could be collected, 
which was more than the Sum of 1331. 65. 32. as above 
ſaid to be paid: And therefore it was abſolutely needleſs 
for an additional Rate of 6 d. per Pound, which would have 
been for near 600 l. on which account the Motion was 
rejected. „ rene MB 5 , 
And 'tis worth obſerving, that if the ſaid Paper produced 
in Veſtry, had really been an Abſtract of ſo much of his 
future Account, then fo far the Account was ſtated and en- 
tered ; but it will appear by his Church-Account, when it 
was exhibited in the Commons, that he was not at that 
time 30 l. out of Pocket in that Account, notwithſtanding 
all collected was not in his hands, and even then he had a 
much greater Sum of other Money of the Pariſh that re- 
ſpeed the other Part of his Account, in his hands. | 
But Jom the Church-Warden had other Cards to play, 
as have fince appeared; therefore an additional Rate would 
have given him more ſcope to have play'd his Game our, 
had that been granted. | : 
From that time, by that extraordinary Motion, and ano- 
ther that you will ſoon have laid before you, (ot was alſo 
made by Honeſt' Tom) two Parties in the Veſtry began to 
take place, or ſome of the Veſtry-Men began to think dif- 
ferent from the others, not Whig and Tory; No, no, ſome 
of the Veſtry-Men, and not a few, both Churchmen and 
Diſſenters, began to have their Eyes opened, and to think 
what was moſt for the Welfare of they new Pariſh, and be- 
came jealous of ſome ſort of Management in practice then, 
and in time paſt, vl, | 
You may remember, that it hath been obſerved to you, 
that it was the Cuſtom of the Lordſhip Part, and is now 
knce it became a Pariſh, for the Veſtry, ſoon _ — 
17745 e | hureh- 
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Church-Wardens and Overſeers are out of their Office, and 
others are ſworn in, not before, to chuſe a Committee of 
Twelve, three out of each Liberty, as a Committee to in- 
ſpect the then faid late Officers Accounts, and report them 
to the Veſtry. | 

But this "Honeft Tom, when Church-Warden, for Rea- 


© ſons beſt known to himſelf and Counſel, thought it prudent 
to makea Motion as extraordinary as that juſt now men- 


tioned ; not knowing, tis ſuppoſed, but it might make 
way for his being choſe Head Church-Warden a ſecond 
Year, when the Veſtry was appriſed how well and juſt his 
Accounts were kept, and ready as they were then for Exa- 
mination. _ 

And therefore he made a Motion, two if not three Weeks 
before he was out of his Office, that a Committee might 
then be choſe to inſpect his and the Overſeers Accounts, 
when out of Office; and a Committee was then choſe. 

But for what Reaſon ſuch a Motion fo extraordinary was 
made, was not then declared, whether it was for fear it 
might be forgot when he was out of his Office, his Ac- 
counts being kept fo conciſe and juſt, and ready for Exa- 
mination, or for fear ſuch Perſons might be choſe, when he 
was out of Office, that would not ſuit his way of thinking; 
whatever it was, the poor Man met with a very great and 
providential Diſappointment therein. | 

For ' notwithſtanding he carried his Point in having a 
Committee choſe in ſuch an unprecedented manner before, 
inſtead of after the Office-Year was up, the Committee ſo 
choſe did not anſwer his end: For before the next Ve 
was held, one of them fo choſe was dead ; and therefore, at 
the next Veſtry held, all thoſe that were put up, at that ex- 
traordinary Election, and not choſe for the Liberty in which 
one was dead, were then put up, to chuſe one of them, in 
the room of him deceaſed. a bil 

And the Election fell on one that was a mere Novice as 
to the Method time paſt in uſe, of examining and ſettling 
the Accounts ; and as he was accuſtomed to the Method of 
examining and ſettling Accounts in a regular Way, he was 
for looking into the Reality of each Article, and to ſee a 
proper Voucher for each; which did not ſuit Honeſt Tom's 


| dark Scheme. | 
= But, Gentlemen, this Year of 1733 was to be an extra- 
ordinary Year indeed. : 


C It 
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mw the Year that the Lordſhip Part was to become a 
- 1 9 . 

It was the Year that an authentick Abſtract, fo call'd, of 
an Account was produced ſome Weeks, if not near three 
Months before the Account it ſelf, *tis ſuppoſed, had a Being. 
But fome Men can do Wonders! 

It was the Year that produced ſo honeſt a Motion, or 
rather the greateſt Piece of Hypocriſy, from ſo harm-think- 
ing a head Church- Warden, to have a Committee | choſe, 
before out of Office, to examine and ſettle his Accounts 
when out of Office, as tho' kept in ſo regular and diſtinct a 
Method, and ſo juſt, that nothing was wanting, when out 
of Office, but barely caſting up; tho* in Fact each of his 
Accounts was ſo intermix'd, that when produced, which was 
three Months after out of Office, that it coſt the Com- 
mittee a good deal of Time and Pains to ſeparate the Ar- 
ticles, ſome being charged in both Accounts: but tho' fo 
blended, yet it did not {kreen the Fraud therein. | 

It was the Year that honeſt Tam intended to defraud the 
New Pariſh of near the Sum of 500 J. he being detected of 


3161. 17 5. 44. a Part thereof, in that Account, and of 


J. after; and it appears now of near 100 J. more, were 
it to be ſettled now. 

And it was the Year that he did, in order to hide ſome 
part of his Fraud, make the then Maſter of the Workhouſe 
enter in the Workhouſe Book twelve Pair of new Sheets, 
containing 108 Ells, as received in, that he knew (and was 
told by the ſaid Maſter) never were ſent in; and alſo forged 
five Bills of Parcels for Linnen bought, and for one of them 
was indicted in the Year 1737, and flying from Juſtice, was 
out-law'd. | 

But, Gentlemen, to follow the Thread of the Hiſtory, 
pleaſe to obſerve notwithſtanding all the Subtlety of Honeft 

Tom and Counſel, when the Day of electing new Church- 
Wardens came, Mr. R. Manſel, the then under Church- 
Warden, e choſe the head —— arden, as nothing 

d againſt his Ability or Integrity. | 
ut — that day no Pains were Weine by Mr. Sayers 
to prevent the ſaid Mr. Manſel from being ſworn in head 

Church-Warden : for Honeſt Tom ſeeing his whole Craft 
would be expoſed, as his Account would come to be exa- | 
mined ; and therefore as his two extraordinary Motions in 
Veſtry had, inſtead of anſwering his End, proved as Eye- + 
Water to clear up the Eyes of many, and even of 2 his 

1 


— 1 . 
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Committee ; and therefore ſome are apt to think, that 
the Accounts that were firſt to have — laid beſore the 
Committee, did take up the three Months in new model - 
ling: for he being often call'd on by the Committee, his 
Anſwer was, his Accounts were not ready; tho” ſo ready 


before out of Office, as made him take care that a Commit- 


tee was then choſe. 3 | . 
Which Anſwers, Ce. made ſome of the Committee very 
thoughtful ; and to conſider, as they were choſe Inſpectors, 
it was their Duty to be ſuch, and therefore agreed, that 
they would meet when the Account was ready,. in the 
Veſtry-Room, and not at a Publick-Houſe, and that alfo 
at their own Time, FF 
_ , The firſt Accounts that were laid before them, were thoſe 
of the five Overſeers of the Poor; which Accounts were 
ſtrictly examined and caſt up, and balanced, and reported 
to the Veſtry, with ſuch Remarks as needful ; and they were 


at the Petty Seſſions ſettled. 


When Mr. Sayers laid his Accounts before the Com- 


mittee, they firſt took a general View of cach, and the 


Total Sum of each ſtood as under. 
. . & fi 


. Fe 11872 6 1 paid, and 1105 8 o received. 


ae 11410 7 O paid, and 1290 9 41 receiv, 


„ 


The Church 


2926 13 10 2395 17 41 | 
Balance due to Thomas Sayers 530 16 5Z 


2926 13 10 
Tis, Gentlemen, worth obſerving how theſe Accounts 
are cook'd up ; the Church Part paid made much more than 
in reality it was, and a good part of the Church-Rate col- 
lected was left in one of the Sideſmen's hands, and after- 
wards paid to the new Church-Warden ; and the Poor's 
Part of his Account leſs than it really was, ſuppoling each 
Article charged to be juſt, by charging that in one Account 
that belonged to the other. But all this Cooking did not 
blind the Committee, but rather was as a freſh Spur to them 


7 to do the Pariſh Juſtice. 


When his Accounts came to be ſtrictly examined, there 
appeared mapy Frauds, and bocß Articles of Expences, and 
ſome very extraordinary in both Parts of his Accounts; fo 

| | C2 many 


(12) 
many as amounted to near 130 J. that had no Vouche 
and ſome not where or what about expended ; yet moſt of 
them Were allowed, I r 

In that part of the Account that reſpects the Church, 
% — — 
In particular, there was 1 J. o s. 1 4, charged for 
a Bell-Rope, but no Voucher; which appear'd, by going 
to the Tradeſman's Book of whom *twas bought, to be 
thus; Twelve Shillings for a Bell-Rope, and Eight Shillings 
and one Penny for Ropes to hang up (not Honeſt Tom) but 
his fat Cattle, he being a Butcher: ſo that here was a 
Fraud of but Eight Shillings and one Penny in the Sum of 
Twenty Shillings and one Penn. er 
What ſhould excite ſuch a Cheat, if not Covetouſneſs, 
unleſs it was a Thought, that as it was the Rope for the 
Saints Bell, fo call'd, it might be a means to clear the Air 
at a proper time, as his Ropes were intermix'd therewith ? 
The next Article obſerved was Ten Pounds charged as 


paid to himſelf, as — in collecting the Church-Rate, | 
re; when in truth he had not | 


and juſt ſo much and no 
collected One Penny thereof, the Rate being collected 


the Sideſmen in each Liberty, and their Charges were al- 


lowed them in particular by the Committee, | 


And here, Gentlemen, it may not be-improper to obſerve 


how well the Pariſh Money was husbanded by the then 
Honeſt Tom the Church-Warden, and- his Counſel ; for in 
this part of his Account ſtands charged for making the ſaid 
- Church-Rate, v:z. g i 7 £4 
Paid tv a neighbouring Veſtry-Clerk for his . 
che then Pariſh Veſtry-Clerk for 
To the then Pariſh Veſtry-Clerk for in- 
groſſing the ſaid Rate mah 53 * 8 Far 3 


To Expences when making the Rate - 5 1 10 | 


To himſelf for collecting it, (tho' he collected 5 
not One Penny ))yͤ⸗ = = '= fe 


47 1 10 


In the ſame Account, Gentlemen, is an Article that | 


" 6ughit not to be forgot, which is 29 J. 17 5. 6 d. charged as 

1id for Communion Linnen; but no Bill of Parcels, no 
Fearticula nor Vouchers ; and the Reaſon he gave for it 
Was, that his Wife bought it of one that ſold in private, 


and therefore the better Pennyworth. This made fome of 


1 110 10 0 


$0 0 00 


* 
- 
4 
: 


| 


the Commirree willing to fee it, which appeared to be three 


'Surplices, | 


worth more 


— THEY 


2 could ſhew it her. 


(33 } 
two Damask Napkins and a Table-Cloth, which, 
when 1.2. was, by one of the Committee, judged not 


than 12 J. which Honeſt Tam had charged at 
19 1, 17 f. 6.4. 1, This ſo ſtartled the others of the Com- 


f mittee, 2 one of them ſent for a Linnen-Draper, and 
y hen he came it was deſired he would 


give his Thoughts of 


the Linnen. He ſaid he had fold much ſuch to the Church- 


Warden of Clerkenwell Pariſh but lately; then he was de- 


fired to give, as a Bill of Parcels, the Particulars how he 


would fell as as that, when made up as that was; 

which he did, and is as under, viz. J. #4. 
Twenty-ſeven Ells of ib at 5 5. per _ 6 15 
Buttons — — 


O 
Making the three Surplices - - — 1 12 
One Damask Table-Cloth, two Napkins - 2 15 
Waſhing the whole, and making Table-Linnen o 10 

11 13 © 

On which this part of Thomas Sayers's Account was laid 
by until he ſhould produce Vouchers; which made him 
take the ſaid Account out of the Committee's hands, and 
endeavoured to have it paſt in the Commons; but the 
Committee kept in their hands a true Abſtract thereof. 

But, ſome Fw after, Mr. Sayers's Wife ſent to the 
Committee what ſhe call'd a Bill of Parcels for the Com- 
e L ＋ is — under, vix. | „ 
Thirty-two Ells three Quarters of Holland, 

8 a $9'® 9s 3 35 

Two Damask Napkins, and a Table-Cloth 6 

Making three Surplices, and Buttons - - - I 13 © 

Waſhing the whole, and making the yay 4 8 


Linnen — — — - - - — — 


ee 


14 10 3 
Gentlemen, tis worthy your obſerving, that the Ac- 


count given of this Linnen by Mr. Sayers, was occaſioned 
by the Linnen-Draper's Bill of Parcels, as above, and is as 
to the Price of the Holland, and making, &c. the fame ; 
for the Bill of Parcels of the Draper's was in a Hand that 
And had that part of the Holland that 


made two Shirts for Honeſt Tom, and the ten Napkins that 


| made up the daten, been deducted out of Mr. Sayers's Bill of 


Parcels, or added to the Linnen-Draper's Bill of Parcels, 
the two Accounts would have been much one. 


But 


( 14 ) 
But in the Account that this Honeſt Thomas Sayers Exhi- | 
| bited before the Commons, there he charged the Com- 
munion-Linnen at 14 l. 4's. ToZ d. fo that the 'Linnen 
ſtands charged firſt at 19 J. 17 . 6 d. then at 14 J. 
10 s. 3 d. and then at 14 J. 4s. 102d. And yet he 
agreed, as will appear in his Account as ſettled at the Petty 
Seſſions, to have it ſettled at 11 J. 135. So that in this 
Linnen bought for a facred Uſe he defrauded the Pariſh of 
8 J. 4 5. 6 d. and this done by a head Church-Warden that 
would be thought to deſerve the Name of a Churchman, 
and yet not bluſh once for it; tho' ſome would think it 
ſomething more than a common Fraud. - 
Suppoſe, Gentlemen, that theſe Facts already laid before 
you were all- that this head Church-Warden was guilty of, 
as they are ſo black and fo circumſtantiated, muſt not every 
one that deſerves the Name of a Chriſtian bluſh for him in- 
ſtead of excuſing him? Had it been done by one that was 
but a-kin to a Proteſtant Diſſenter, you would have heard 
of it long ago, and that juſtly, by the publick News Papers; 
would not have been ſilent to this day. 
to proceed: When that part of his Account that 
the Poor came alſo to be examined, a freſh Scene 
of Villainies and Frauds appeared ; Frauds to cover Frauds, 
and ſuch too, that were not the Effects of a ſudden Temp- 
tation, but premeditated ones; it being almoſt every Day x 
and Week's Practice, from almoſt the Beginning of his Year | 
to the very laſt Day that he acted in his Office, hardly one 
Opportunity eſcaped, Yet after ſv much Care by cooking up, 
as tis ſuppofed, a new Account of the Work of near three 
Months after he was out of his Office, Honeſt Tom's Eagle- 
eyed Committee, and a Committee of his own hg, to 
their Honour be it obſerved, ſound out a good part of the 
Frauds, tho” not all, that appear now. 
The firſt Article in this part of Honeſt Tom's Account, 
that will be laid before you, Gentlemen, is a Charge of 
Four Pounds, as paid for a Maiden-Gift, a Gift that was 
given to a certain Number of Girls; and this part of the 
Bir that the Church-Warden had charged at Four Pound, 
did not coſt Eighteen Shillings ; one of the Committee that 
had been a Church- Warden faid, it coſt him but Fourteen 
Shillings. Honeſt Tom was ask'd how this Miſtake came, 
he ſaid, it was no Miſtake, he charged no more than what 
he was told others had done before him, which may be too 


true. ' 
The 
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( ts ) 
next is a itated Fraud, as tis in ſeveral Ar- 
2 pon the ſame Nature, Week after 
Week; for in the Account there is One Pound five Shil- 
ed for ſending this poor Perſon to the Hoſpital 
the next Week the like Sum charged for ſend- 


this Week ; 


4 ing another; and another Week 'T'wo Pound ten Shillings 
for ſending two; and ſo on in the Vear, to the Number of 
twenty - four poor Perſons ſent to the Hoſpital, at One Pound 


five Shillings charged for each. Twenty Shillings of which 
is a uſual Sum, inſtead of giving Security to the Hoſpital, 
to bury them, in caſe of their Death; and Five Shillings is 
allowed for carrying them thither. And if the ſaid poar 
Perſons are taken out by the Pariſh. dead or alive, then. 
there is repaid back Eighteen Shillings of the Twenty firlYy. 

ſited. | | 
—_— Gentlemen, pleaſe to obſerve, this Honeſt: head 
Church-Warden had charged twenty-four ſent in the Year, 
which is Thirty Pound; but he had c received back. 
but twelve Eighteen. Shillings, that is; 104. 16 5. and the 
Papers that reſpected theſe People ſent, be ſaid were loſt; 
by which the examining that Affair was likely to have been. 
wholly loſt. But one of the Committee went to the Hoſ- - 
pital and examined the Books, and found that only twelve 
of the Twenty-four were ſent to the Haſpital ; ſo that here 
was proved a Fraud of no leſs than Fifteen Pounds in Thirty. 
And when he was examined at the Petty Seſſions, he ac- 
knowledged there were but twelve ſent, and that he had 
forgot to ſtrike them out that were charged, tho? not ſent. - 
But the true Reaſon was, he could not have imagined that 
any one would have been ſuch a Buſy-Body, and took ſo 
much pains to diſcover it; and he was not told of it until 
he was before the Juſtices at the Petty Seſſions. 

For more than one of the. Veſtry-Men, in Veſtry, was 
pleaſed to fay, ſuch a Sum was not worth ſo much ſtir about 
it, and he did not think the. Perſon that fo buſied himſelf 
deſerved Thanks. But 'tis preſumed, that the next Sum 
ſaved, being more than Fifteen Pounds, will be thought 
worth the ſaving, it being upwards of Forty, and made up 
of one F raud to hide another, and Arey, Rana; it { 
-there is ſeven 


* 


For in this part of Thomas Sayers's Account 


Bills of Parcels, with 3 to each, as for Linnen 


bought of and paid for to t 


Linnen-Drapers, each in 
Iliute-Croſs-Street, viz. | 


Three 


— 
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| . 


9 1 1500 Ellsand Yards valued 69 17 1 
bar + rag renew ais % e e n .1.4;0. | 
1 _ Bok 637 ditto 29 19 8 4 
2393 Ellsand Yards - 110 17 
And here, Gentlemen, tis worth your Obſervation, that 
the Committee obſerving that five of theſe ſeven ' Bills of 
Parcels were wtit by one Hand, tho' bought of three Per- 
ſons; and the Aﬀair of the Church Linnen being ſo freſh in 
Memory, the Committee deſired Mr. Sayers to go with two 
of them, and compare thoſe Bills of Parcels with the Tradeſ- 
mens Books, which he abſolutely refuſed ; but, after ſome 
Words, conſented that they might take them off his File, 
and go themſelves, 109 ! 21 

But before: theſe two Committee-Men could get to the 
firſt of the Tradefmew they went to, which was Mr. Roper, 
Mr: Sayers's Wife had been there, and defired Mr. Roper 
not to ſhew his Books. One of theſe” Bills of - Parcels in 
Mr,-Roper's Name was that which Honeſt Tom was ſince 
indicted for, being targed, both as to the Receipt as well as 
the Bill it ſelf. . ' 1 a 
Two of the Bills of erblinden Roper's Name were 
forged, tho only. one as to the Receipt, and two of the 
three in Mr. Bewley's Name were ſorged; and that in Mrs. 
Delant's Name there is Reaſon to ſuppoſe the ſame of: So 
that of the ſeven Bills of Parcels only two were authentick, 
the five. forged Bills being made for Six hundred and two 
Ells and Yards, and in Price'41./, 10 s. 114 d. more than 
was really bought and paid for 

The two Bills forged in Mr. Roper's Name are in his 
Book as under, Which Book he not only ſhewed, but allo 
gave a Copy ff. „ 1.4 

„ 4 940 ye | 9“ J. . d. 
Thomas Sayers's 014 DAM. 3614 Q. 4j. 
eg 5e Elland Yards, charged at 3 10 


f 


i, 


SOL + 3957 ditto q;.*; 12; is een 


80; Ells and Yards - - - 6 10 oz 
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Mr. Sayers's | 
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By which you ſee, Gentlemen, that Mr. Sayers had 
charged 804 Ells and Yards, and in Value 6/. 10 5. 04 d. 
more than paid for. 

For he had not only charged more in Quantity, but alſo 
that at 12 d. per Ell which coſt but g d. and ſo in the 


3 others, which you will find was acknowledged to be Fact, 
by his Wife, as well as proved by Mr. Roper's Book, and 
2 others. 


For Mr. Sayers being told by the two Committee-Men, . 
when they returned to the Committee at the Veſtry-Room, 
how they found Mr. Reper's Book, the others they had not 
then ſeen ; he had not one Word by way of Excuſe, and 
a few Days after he told Mr. Vebb, one of the Committee, 
that if he and Mr. Watts, another of the Committee, would 
call on his Wife, ſhe would tell them the whole Truth. 

The ſaid two Committee-Men did wait on Mrs. Sayers ; 
and at firſt ſhe endeavour'd to excuſe their Conduct, and 


aid, if her Husband had done amiſs, it was owing to a 


Neighbour, whom ſhe named, that often did look in to fee 
how the Account was kept. 

But when ſhe was told how Mr. Roper's Book ſtood, after 
ſhe had acknowledged that all the Linnen was ſent to the 
Workhouſe, and there made up, and alſo how the Work- 
houſe Book ſtood, viz. that the Quantity ſent in was no 
more than 1791 Ells and Yards, but her Husband had 
charged as paid for 2393 Ells and Yards, by which there 
was wanting 602 Ells and Yards, and in Value 41 J. 10 s. 
114 d. and that her Husband, to conceal the Fraud, had 
made the Maſter of the Workhouſe charge twelve Pair of 


Sheets as received, in which is 108 Ells, that he knew was 


never ſent : then Mrs. Sayers ſaid, indeed they had acted 


} fooliſhly, for they had charged more in Quantity and Price 


than was bought and paid for, and had ſent to the Work- 
houſe old Sheets, and charged new; therefore begg'd that 
Mercy might be ſhew'd them. 

The Account of Linnen appeared, by Mr. Sayers's Bill of 


Parcels, and the Workhouſe and Linnen-Drapers Books, to 


ſtand thus, viz. 


„ 


Bills of Parcels $2393 Ells and Yards, at 119 17 9 


The Tradeſmensand 


Workhouſe Books $ 791 A 0" of 


Wanting 602 Ells and Yards 85 41 10 115 
| D By 
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— - ———— 


— —ñ—ũ— u —U—:— — — — —— 
—ä — — —— 


— 2 


ä—— — 


— — — 


— . ¶ — 


— ——j—æ— — — — 


5 —-—— RO 


— — ˙ . ⁰ R CO 


— — — ——— —ͤ—— 
- 
— —— «„ — za 
a — a 
— - - a2 — — 
1 mn 
—— — — — i 


(218) 
By which it appears, that Mr. Sayers had charged 602 Flls 
and Yards, and in Value 417. 10 5. 112 4, more than he 
ny 5 and paid for ; which, *tis hoped, will be thought, 
by the Bulk of Mankind, if not by ſome few of St. Luke's 
Pariſh, was worth the Pains and Care of the Committee to 
ſave, notwithſtanding it may be true they may not have 
had Thanks from all of that Parifh. 
And, Gentlemen, it may be worth your further Obſer- 
vation, that in the Workhouſe Books there ſtands charged, 
as fent and delivered to the ſaid Thomas Sayers, when Head 
Church-Warden, 229 Shirts and Shifts when made up, 
which is 558 Ells and Yards, part of the above 1791 Ells 
and Yards; which Shirts and Shifts were ſent to him, and is 
a new Precedent, fuch as was never before nor fince : for 
all that is there delivered out, is charged as delivered to the 
reſpective poor Perſons, to have been given by the Committee; 
but thoſe ſent to the ſaid Church- Warden are more than are 
fo charged, and for which he hath not nor would give any 
Account how diſpoſed of, | 
The next Article is one of Forty Pounds; which is, 
His 21 8 Bounty-Money to the Poor at Chriſimas, 
which is Money that is given to the Poor by Tickets of 
25. 6d each. The Cuſtom was and is for the Head 
Church-Warden to ſend two or three of theſe Tickets to 
each Veſtry-Man, and to ſuch of the Pariſhioners that pay 
the moſt to the Poor's Rate, and that give moſt when the 
Officers go about with the King's Letter to beg for the 
Poor, (which Money is or ſhould be paid in to the Cham- 
berlain of Lenden) and alſo *tis cuſtomary for the ſaid 
Church-Warden to ſend to each of the Overton of the 
Poor fix or eight, and keep for himſelf and Brother Church- 
Warden eight or ten of theſe Tickets, 
And the Perſons to whom the Church-Warden fo ſends 
the ſaid Tickets ſign their*Names on them, and then give 
them to ſuch Poor as they think fit, and thoſe Poor carry the 
ſaid Tickets to the Church-Warden, for each of which he 
pays them two Shillings and Sixpence ; and it muſt be ſup- 
poſed, as always it is, that as thoſe "Tickets are a Piece of a 
Card, therefore in paſting from hand to hand, eſpecially 
the Poor's, they will and do ſully. 
When de Church-Warden pays theſe Tickets, he puts 
them on a File, and the Committee do tell them, when 
they examine the Account, to ſex if the Number makes up 
the Money ſo chargec. | 
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(19) 
But when Honeft Tom's Tickets were examined, there 
was found a great number of Tickets fo clean, that the old 
Committee-men, that had often been on the Committee, 
concluded they had never been delivered out to any poor 
Perſon ; and of theſe clean Tickets there were found ſorty- 
eight, and all with Thomas Sayers's Name on them, and none 
elſe ſo clean; (and to ſome of the Veſtry-Men not one was 


ſent, but to ſome of Honeſt Tom's Cuſtomers, as he was £ 


Butcher, he had ſent fix or eight.) By which, there was 
too much Reaſon to conclude, that forty-eight Half-Crowns 
for the clean. Tickets, if not for fifty, for there were two 
of the full number wanting, were put into honeſt Tom's ow] 
rivate Pocket; (fix Pounds at leaſt of his Majeſty's Bounty- 
Money) robbing the Poor of ſo much. And this Suppoſition 
is ftrengthen'd and thought to be a Truth, becauſe when he 
was charged with it, he made not one Attempt to excute it, 
or to prove it falſe : and alſo to prove the Temper of the 
Man, and thoſe about him, he kept back from the Tradeſ- 
men, when he paid their Bills, by 5 or 10 Shillings, more 
or leſs, about 7 or 8 Pounds; five of it he did acknowledge. 
NM. B. Some Years paſt, tis affirmed, that as tis uſual 
to collect for the Poor, purſuant to his Majeſty's Letter, at 
Chriſtmas, in St. Luke's Pariſh, 10 or 12 Pounds more or 
leſs were Collected ; which Money after Expences are 
diſcharged, is, or ſhould be paid into the Chamber ot Lon- 
don, from whence the 40 J. is received. Such a 
Collection was made, in which Year a wealthy charitable 
Brewer, that lived in or near a Street, called Old- rect, gave 


fave Pounds ; by which, it is ſuppoſed, the whole Collection 


roſe high that Year : The faid Brewer meeting with the then 
Chamberlain of Landon, the ſaid Chamberlain ſaid, Sir, you 
live in a poor Pariſh, For what Reaſon do you think fo; 
ſaid the Brewer? The Chamberlain ſaid, becauſe your 
Officers for that part of the Pariſh bring ſo little Money col - 
lected on the King's Letter to me. How much, ſaid the 
Brewer? Anſwer was made, the laſt Vear it was between 
four and five Pounds. In anſwer, the Brewer ſaid, he him- 
ſelf gave five Pounds that Year. Quære, what became of 


the reſt collected? 


The next and laſt Fraud, Gentlemen, that I ſhall lay be- 
fore you, if neither of theſe already mentioned are thought 
{by any one that is not a Friend to Juſtice or to the Pariſh) 


not worth the Trouble of ſaving, becauſe it might not affect 


much his private Pocket, or = Part of the „ 
2 7 


r 
by leſſened, may not be much to him; yet ſeveral Sums put 
together, tho' not very great, may make a great one; and 
if a ſmall Fraud is conniv'd at, it ſoon lets in greater ones, 
and that by Conſent of the Inſpectors 
But the Fraud now lying before you, Gentlemen, is no 
ſmall one, either for the Sum or Circumſtance ; *tis no leſs a 
Sum than 185 /. 8 s. 3 d. out of a Sum of 365 1. 8 5. 3 d. 
charged by the ſaid Thomas Sayers, as Head-Church-Warden, 
as ſo much Money paid in that Year to the caſual Poor; 
and this Sum was made 420 l. 15 s. by entering other Sums 
with it that did not belong to the caſual Book, as a Blind to 
ſcreen the largeneſs of the total Sum. | 

The Caſe is this: The caſual Poor are paid by the Head- 
Church-Warden ; and every Vedneſday the Church-Warden 
and Overſeers, and ſome of the Veſtry, do or ſhould meet 
in the Veſtry-Room, and there charge paid ſuch caſual Poor 
weekly ; the Veſtry-Clerk then preſent enters what paid to 
each Poor, (then, and fince the laſt Y/eane/day) in a Book for 
that Purpoſe, and the Number of Poor uſually was from 30 
to 50, and the Money from 30 to 60 Shillings, more or leſs, 
in a Week; and in the whole Year the whole Sum from 130 
to 170 Pounds : But Honeſt Tom's Book for that Year a- 
mounted to 420 J. 15 s. and when all was taken out that did 
not thereto belong, it was 365 J. 8s. 3 d. tho' the Year be- 
fore, that Church-Warden's Book was but 1447. 13 5s. 8 d. 
and the Year after Mr. Sayers, the Church -Warden's Book 
was but 123 J. 18 5s. and no juſt Reaſon was given for ſo large 
a Sum by the ſaid T homas Sayers. | 

This Book of Honeſt Tom's appearing ſo extravagant, the 
Committee took ſome Pains in making a cloſe Scrutiny ; and 
in it they found from the firſt five Weeks, that each Week 
to the laſt, had more or leſs Poors Names entered down, ſome 
a 2d, zd, 4th, and a 5th time in a Week, with a Sum as 
paid them to each; ſo that from 30 to 50 Poor, ſome Weeks 
it was increaſed to 100 and 130 Poor, and from 30 Shillings 
ſome Weeks *twas upwards of 10 /. So that this was a Fraud 
carried on weekly from the Beginning of his Year (except the 
firſt five Weeks) to the very laſt Week. And his Method 
was this: After the entering down at the Pay-Table was o- 
ver, the Sum not being caſt up, he and the Veſtry-Clerk 
went home, or elſewhere, and then they added ſo many 
more Names as they thought good, with Sums to them as 
paid ; and this appears by the Entries in the Book itſelf, be- 
ing of different Ink, tho' by the ſame Hand entered, 


The 
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The Committee, in order to be more fully ſatisfied in the 
reality of this Fraud, ſent for the then Head-Church-War- 


den, Mr. Manſell, to ſee his Book; and tho' he began to pay 


the caſual Poor May 22d, the very next Week after Mr. 


* Sayers's laſt Week, which was May 15th, the fame Month 
and Year, yet you will ſee, Gentlemen, the poor leſſen'd 
45 in Number, and 4 J. 13s. in Money the very firſt Week, 
and this before any one had fo much as a Jealouſy of this 

Fraud; and certainly the Neceſſit ies of the Poor are ſuch, that 


they will not ſuffer themſelves to have reſpect to this or that 
Church- Warden. 

That, Gentlemen, you may ſee with your own Eyes 
the laſt fix Weeks of Thomas Sayers's Book, and the firſt fix 
Weeks of Mr. R. Manſell's Book, they are ſet before you as 


under. 


viz. T. Sayers's laſt 6 Weeks. | viz. R Manſell's firſt 6 Weeks. 


Fee: 1; A. 6. Poor. I. Sb. d. 
Apr. 10. pd to 120 10 03 o May 22. pd to 32 1 18 06 
17. pd to 99 8 13 Oo 29. pd to 28 1 18 06 

24. pd to 59 4 06 oO June 5. pd to 38 2 04 06 
May 1. pd to 93 7 16 06 12. pd to 585 4 04 06 
8. pd to 132 10 18 06 19. pd to 53 2 16 11 
15. pd to 77 6 11 06 26. pd to 31 1 17 00 


580 48 og doo 237 14 19 11 

343 33 99 of 

580 48 09 oo 

By which you ſee, that in the firſt ſix Weeks Mr. Man- 
ſell had charged 343 Poor leſs, and 33 J. 9 s. 1 d. in Money 
leſs paid than Mr. Sayers did in his laſt fix Weeks; and Mr. 
Manſell declared, that there was not one poor Perſon ſent a- 
way without 3 And to aggravate Mr. Sayers's 
Fraud, many of thoſe Paor that were really relieved and 


charged down the H/edneſday, it was not in Money that they 


were paid, but by Pieces of Meat given them ſome Days be- 
fore, when too bad to ſell to others, yet charged at full Price. 

The Committee, by theſe Obſervations, and the beſt 
ConjeQure they could come to by the Book, were of Opi- 
nion, that there was of the 365 l. 8 8. 3 d. charged by Thomas 
Sayers, no more than 163. 11 5. 6d. really paid by him to 
the Poor, in Money and tainted Meat; yet rather than hurt 
him, they did allow 180 J. by which there was proved to be 
a Fraud of 185 J. 8 f. 3 d. in the 365 1.8 5. 3 d. which 'tis 
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preſumed, none will ſay, was not worth the Committee's 4 


Care to ſave. | 
By which, Gentlemen, you ſee that there are ſo many 


Frauds particulatis d as do amount to the Sum of 253 J. 13 5. j 
9+ d. laid before you, which, with many ſmaller ones not 


mentioned, and double Charges that was found in both Ac- 
counts, with what the Juſtices deducted for the Meat as over- 


charged, make the Sum of 316 J. 17 5. 44. which was deducted 
out of the Sum of 5 30 l. 16s. 5 d. which he made at firft 
his general Ballance. This brought the real Ballance due, to 
be but 213 J. 19 5s. 4 £4. which now appears not to be ſo much 
by near a hundred Pounds; which makes the Fraud defigned 
upwards of four hundred Pounds, was it again to be ſettled, | 


beſides the 80 J. fince attempted. 

Pleaſe to obſerve, Gentlemen, that during the time of theſe 
Inquiries, two extraordinary things were done in Veſtry ; 
the one was, notwithſtanding the Committee had made ſome 


Diſcoveries of Frauds, yet a Motion was made, 'that Honeſt | 
Tom ſhould have Intereſt for his Ballance, as he had brought 


it in, until it was paid him ; which was over-ruled : But a- 
that Intereſt ſhould be paid him for what appeared to 


in the Veſtry-Book, tho' a Motion ſo barefacedly encoura- 
ing fuch Frauds. But, 
1 he next thing done in Veſtry, (tho not one Word of it 


Report thereof, when they had diſcovered ſo many Frauds as 
amounted to hear 300 J. which, tho' laid before the Veſtry, 


and of. ſo extraordinary a Nature to a new Pariſh, and of ſo 
many Particulars and Circumſtances, yet not one Word of it 


as to be found in the Veſtry- Book, notwithſtanding reading 
the Report took up a full Hour; no, nothing againſt ſo baſe a 
Church-Warden, is to be found in the Veſtry-Book (but 


what is enter'd there by abſolute Order) but all in his Fa- 


vour, nota Word miſſing. But todo Juſtice to the preſeat, 
the then Veſtry-Clerk is not now in being. | 
Some time after this, at a Veſtry, the ſaid Thomas Sayers, 
with his Attorney, madea Propoſal, that if the Veſtry would 
give him leave, to name four Veſtry-men to be choſe as 
*Committee-men in the room of four he would have turned 
out, then he would conſent to their ſettling both Parts. of his 
Accounts, he having took the Church Part out of the Com- 
mittee's Hands, But 
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due when his Account was ſettled. And this is to be found 


is to be ſeen in the Veſtry-Book) was, that the Committee 
not being able to ſettle this Honeſt Church- Warden's Ac- 
count, without Direction from the Veſtry, they did make a 
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* But this Motion, tho' ordered by fome Veſtry-men, was 
© ppos'd by all the Committee, by declaring, hat -if the 
eſtry turned one out, the ſhould turn all out. Then he 


d for him to name four to be added to the ſaid Com- 
ittee ; but that was alſo oppos d. 


But one of the Committee, to ſtop the Mouths of all Gain- 
fayers, deiired the Veſtry to give Mr. Sayers leave to name 


four, and the Veſtry to chooſe two of them to be added, that 


they might ſee if any Injuſtice was done to this fraudulent 


2 Perſon, 


W hich Motion was granted, and two out of the four that 


Thomas Sayers named were choſe, and they were added to 


the ſaid Committee, and a Day was fix'd for the re- exami- 


ning the ſaid Accounts: And Thomas Sayers agreed in Veſtry, 


that as the ſaid Account ſhould be ſettled by the Committee, 
2 with the two added, he would abide by each Part. 


The Part that was firſt examined was the Church Part ; 


and it was ſettled with the ſame Deductions, as Frauds, as be- 
fore, and agreed to by his Attorney; and the Committee, 
with thoſe two Veſtry-men added, as it now ftands enter'd 
in the Veſtry-Book, and the Ballance thereof was agreed to 


be carried to his other Part of his Account, that which re- 


ſpects the Poor. 


In examining that Part which reſpects the Poor, he find- 


ing the Deduction made by the Committee to be too juſt 


ſor his Attempt, or the two Committee- men choſe, to ob- 
ject againſt; yet, notwithſtanding the mutual Agreement 


juſt enter'd into, and favour therein ſhoun him by the Veſtry, 


he took the ſaid Account out of the hands of the Committee, 
and appealed to the Petty-Seffions, fitting at the Red-Lyor 
Coffee-houſe in Clerkenwell Pariſh. | 
At which Seſſions, when both Parties were heard, an Or- 
der was made for the Committee to give the ſaid Accounts 
a Re-examination, and report them to the Veſtry, and then 
bring them to the Seſſions ſtated. 
Pleaſe, Gentlemen, to obſerve the Craft herein, of this 
Honeſt Tom, or ſomebody for him: He finding that his 
Frauds were ſuch, that the Gentlemen added, nor his Attor- 
ney, could allow of, but agreed with the Committee in 
what was deducted (much to the Honour of thoſe Gentlemen 
be it obſerved ;) therefore, as there was no other Loop-hole 


leſt for Honeſt Tom, but to appeal to the Petty-Seſſions, tho' 
it was flying in the Face of the Veſtry, yet he did it, hoping 
thereby to have got all his Papers out of the Committee's 


hands, 
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hands, that there might have been no one Proof of the 


Frauds diſcovered againſt him. 


But this Subterfuge did not anſwer its End; and that this 
was the End is evident: For he made a Demand immedi- 
ately when his Affair was moved at the Petty-Seſſions, that 
all his Papers might be delivered to him, ſome of them being 


his Vouchers; and an Order was granted. But one of the 
Committee acquainting the Juſtices, that thoſe Papers he de- 


fired were ſuch in which were Frauds; and if they delivered 
them up, they ſhould not be enabled to make ſuch Proof 
thereof as needful: On this an Order was made, that the 
ſaid Papers, and his two Books of Accounts, ſhould be kept 
by the Committee-man whom the Committee had ordered 


ſhould keep them. And fo Honeſt Tom was obliged to ſtand 
to the Agreement made in Veſtry, v!z. to agree to his Ac- 
count, both Parts, as the Committee, with the two Gentle- 
men added, ſhould ſettle them. For the Petty-Seſſions did 


little more than confirm what the Committee did; as will 


appear by the Declaration on the Back of his general Ac- 
count, ſigned by him in the Petty-· Seſſions held the 3oth of 
January 17 34, at the ſaid Coffee-houſe, viz. 

I the within-named Thomas Sayers, do agree to accept 
„of the Sum of two hundred and thirteen Pounds, nineteen 
« Shillings and four Pence three Farthings, of and from the 

Pariſh of St. Luke in the County of e in full of 
«© the Ballance of my Accounts as Church-Warden and O- 
& yerſeer of the ſaid Pariſh, and of all other Demands a- 
gainſt the ſaid Pariſh. Witneſs my Hand this 3oth Day 
of Fanuary 17 34. Tho, Sayers. 

Vitneſs 

Abrabam Davis, his Attorney. 

Dan. Webb, | 

Wm. Fuſon, 

Edm. Bond, Committee-men preſent. 

Rob. Thrill, | 

Jahn IVatts, 

y which, Gentlemen, you ſee that the Ballance that he 
brought in of 5 30 J. 16 s. 5 f d. as due to him, is by the 
Vigilance of the Committee reduced to 213/. 195. 44 d. by 
which the Sum of 316 J. 175. 4 d. is ſaved to the Pariſh, 
and the Frauds of Honeſt Tom laid open, notwithſtanding all 
the Cunning of him and his Council. | 
Soon after the ſettling this fraudulent Account, and fo 
great a Diſcovery of Pariſh-Corruption, ſeveral good Orders 


0 
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of Veſtry were made, to prevent the like for time to 
come, vix. 


% That the Pariſh Accounts ſhould be kept for time to 
cc come, diſtinctly under proper Heads. 
« That the Accounts reſpecting the Workhouſe ſhould 


2 © be ſettled by that reſpective Committee each three Months, 
and nothing bought and paid for ſhould be allowed in the 


4 ſaid Accounts, if not done by Order of the faid Com- 


* 
* 
* 
41 
* 


“ mittee. 


« That the Church-Warden's caſual Book ſhould be caſt 
«© up each Medneſday, and ſigned by at leaſt three that were 
e then preſent at the Pay- table. 

And ſeveral other good Orders: But as they are not plea- 
ſing to ſuch as want to govern, and have private Views, they 


ö are not kept to; which occaſions the following Queries on 
= what is paſt. 


Quære. Why the Lordſhip Part of St. Giles's, Cripplegate, 
could not have obtained an Act of Parliament to 
make them a new Pariſh, for leſs than near 400 J. when 
the ſeveral Hamlets of Stepney and of Heorſley-down, did 
for leſs than 200 J. each? | 

Quære. Why agreeing for a Bell and weighing it off, &c. 
muſt coſt near eight Pounds, eſpecially as the Bell-foun- 
_ 77 he would have treated the Church- Warden, 

c* 

Juære. Why the Church at St. Luke could not have been 
conſecrated for leſs than three times the Sum Chr:/?'s 
Church in Spittleficlds coſt ? 

Quære. Why a Church-rate made in the Lordſhip, in or- 
der for paying the Charge of beautifying of the new 
Church, now St. Luke's, could not have been done with 
leſs Charge than ten Guineas, for the Advice of a neigh- 
bouring Veſtry-Clerk, and twenty for ingrofling it, 
beſides upwards of five in Expences when conſulting it, 
and ten Pounds Honeſt Tem to his dear ſelf for collecting 
it, tho” he collected not one Penny, that being done by 
the Sideſmen in each Liberty, and each had their Charge 
paid them ? 

Quære. Why there was not as much Reaſon to ſave the 
Pariſh-money time paſt as now ? | 
Quere. Why any new Officer, if a Friend to the Pariſh, 
and defires to be. juſt, ſhould be unwilling to comply 
with the Orders of Veſtry made for the Good of the 

Pariſh ? 
E The 
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The ſettling the ſaid Thomas Sayers's fraudulent Account, 
brought the whole State of the Pariſh under Conſideration, * 
and the Neceſſity that there was of a new Survey, evidently ? 
appearing z a Committee was appointed for that Purpoſe : for 
ſome Houſes were rated to the full Rent, and fome not much 
more than half, And it alſo appeared then, as it does now 
to all, that have the Welfare of the Pariſh at heart, that if 
the Workhouſe was well managed, and all Penſioners were 
put therein, that then, one Shilling in the Pound might be 
in a few Years ſaved in the Poor's Rate. 
As under you will ſee, Gentlemen, how the Poor-book : 
ſtood in the Year 17 34, and how the new Survey does ſtand, | 
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| White-Creſs-Street Liberty. 
Hou Surety... 


299 rated at 3100 Rent that paid. 560 rated at 4614 not divided. 4 
306 rated at 1347 Rent that paid nothin 75 rated at 406 divided. 
9 rated at 49 Rent divided, paid not thing. 43 rated at 196 OR ; 
46 rated at 238 Empty. | | 
—_—_— 678 5216 
660 4734 
2 By which it appears, that 18 Houſes and 482 Pounk gx Year Rent, was not in 
— — the Poor- rate Book. 

— 678 $216 ſe 
J 2 
a Golden-Lane Liberty. | | 
— 218 rated at 2083 Rent that paid. goa rated at 4314 not divided. 

'370 rated at 1 598 Rent that paid nothin 95 rated at br Em LR 
36 rated at 144 De. divided, paid — | 35 rated at 
Fir rated at 260 Rent, empty. 
. — 3 55 4993 
an  Tg68 By which it a „ that 17 Houſes, and 908 Pounds fer Year Rent, was not 
i in the Poor k-Rate. 
9 4993 
288888283 to £ 


Oli. Sr Libe 8 
J. ae J. — 


Houſes, 
20% rated at 3288 Rent that paid. 662 rated at 5803 not divided. 
'582 rated at"TgTzRent that paid nothing. 82 rated at 531 divided, 
rated at 235 Rent divided, paid nothing. 46 rated at 363 Empty... +» 
rated at 277 Rent empty. — — 5 
* et 1 3 70 669% 
1 Th —_— — 
p 1 Bag * it appears, that 31 Houſte, und 985 Boun - - Year Rent, was not in 
EZ cats A, PAS ws ob. 
—799 897% 0 7 
You ſee, Gentlemen, above, how the Pariſh ſtood iſe the new 9 and ince; and as to the Houſes 


I and Rents, 2 r. mh as under, how the Money was collected, and what not collected, and what might 
* The Poor- rate Books of the four Liberties, 17 34. 

Heute 1244 rated /,1 360% at 24.'6 d. per Pound, did pay l. 17% T 5 

- 1474 rated 7468 at 25. 64, - - - did not pay e BT: 
" 125 rated 782 at 25. 64, divided did not pay; 97 15 o 
178 rated 1091 at 2 . 6 d. n does not pay J 30 07 6 
3021 22948 a0 10 0 

Increaſed by new Survey 99 and 3739 at 25. 6 . per Pound, is 07. 6 by the Survey, 


- 


3120 26687. OR TOW ee "3335 * 6. S 
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The new Survey of the four Liberties, 17 * diz. 
Y 2606 d deer u per. hold 6 02/6 
6 at 1:2 at 25 pay 2916 02 
2343 at 82% 25.6 ei ſhould 27 15 o divid. 
> 271 at | 3 0 d. per l. does not pay 147 00 o being 
1 76607 5 — 2 
3335 17 6 

* the 1 you * Gentlemen, it appears, that there 
: the Survey yo nd 373 39 Pounds per Year Rent not in the 
Book, which at 2 f. & A. per Pound is fe 705 J. 7 5:6 d. which! 
muſt be worth the Trouble of the new Survey, as thoſe, 
2 Houſes and Rents paid nothing. 1 82 

And by che Survey it , that there was 1705 Inhih< 
2 bited Houſes of 2 1904 Pounds per Year Rent, at 2 s. 6 d. 
Which is 1488 J. that was not collected Tear 
paſt; but the major Part might be collected, as Tradeſmen 

2 of worth, and ſome that are Pariſhioners live i in them: 
And Gentlemen, if you ſhould give your ſelves the 
Trouble te look inte the Accounts of the Year x7 37, you 
# would ſee the Advantage of the Survey, by the Vigilance of 
that reſpective Commitee, or rather the Veſtry in general, 
notwithſtanding they have been lo much oppoſed by ſome: in 
particular. 

For that Year wh oy, by aac of 2 5. 3d. per Pound, 
there was cected 1846 J. which, if it had been at 25.62. 
as in the Year 1733, the Year before the Survey, it would 
have been 2150 J. which is 450 l. more than was collected in 
the Year 173 33 therefore, thoſe that are Friends to Jultice, 
that each may bear his" Part of the Parifh-Charges, may fec 
the Advantage and Neeeffity of the new Survey, and that 
thoſe who made it, do rather deſerve Thanks on to be 
deemed, Wine are, to be too bufy, and as put 
the Farm te _ unneceſſary Trouble. ny = 

While theſe Thi were doing, Mr. Thun Sayers, the 
hte hurch-Warden, was paid the Ballance of his 
Account, with Intereſt to „ very Day: But ben he had 
got the Money, Je- would give no Receipt. 

And on the tür of Fay 17 37, he made it enilikae? why 
he would net griea Receipt ; for he then made à freſſi Pe- 
mand in Veſtry of eighty Pounds, as ſtill due to him from 
the Pariſh, confi ting of five Articles under his hand. Og 
which ſome Aroſe; anch one or two ſaid, it was but 
rexſorn Be he ffffd De paid: On which one of thoſe thar 
was the Comme that ſetcled hes fraudulent Account; 


The | 70 
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took the ſaid new Demand into his Hands, and ſaid, Mr. 
«« Sayers, you know that you eſcaped Newgate very narrow- | 
« ly when your late Account was ſettled, therefore tis 
4 you will rouſe up the Pariſh, that have acted 
% ſo mildly, when you know there is not one Penny of this 
« que to you, unleſs it be in the laſt Article, which you 
call a Bill of five Pounds miſlaid ; what that is, does not 
yet appear.“ TE | ; 

| On which he faid, That ſeveral of the ſaid Committee re- 
pented of what they did, being conſcious that they had done 
him wrong. To which anſwer was made, That this new 
Demand had no Relation to that Account, as this Demand 
is of new Articles not in that Account, as the Demand it 
felf declares. | | | | b 
And one of the Committee -men ſaid. What, do you 
<« treat your Friends thus, Mr. Sayers? You will find that 
& each of the ſaid Committee will juſtify themſelves, and 
they rather think they were too favourable; and was it 
<« to do again, they might have deducted much more, if 
due Juſtice was done the Pariſh.” / 3 
The new Demand of Mr. Thomas Sayers is in the Words 
as under. | 3 
To the Church-Wardens, Overſeers, and other Gentlemen 7 
the Veſiry belonging to the Pariſh of St. Luke's in Middleſex. * 
I find ſince, by a ſtricter Examination of my Account, 
« that I have been ſome Scores of Pounds deficient, as un- 
. TO 
1. 4. 


3 

Stop' d, For Butchers Meat ſold and delivered 20 © © 
Mr. Patten the Proctor his Bil! 20 © © 
« Mr. Davis his Bill for Attendance. 30 © © 

4 Expended at ſeveral Houſes on the 8 
r ene eee 
© A ſmall Bill miſlaid, not accounted for 5 0 © 
80 o 6 


e Alfo divers Sums not yet brought 
The above Sums I hereby make a | 
July 20th, 1737. Tour humle Servant. 

\ at; 1 bu: 7530, Sayers. 
Juby 27th 1737, in Veſtry it was unanimouſly agr 
T bat the Conſideration of the above Demand ſhould be re- 
fer'd to a Committee, and thoſe that were living of the 
Committee that ſettled his former Account, with . Q- 
. ere, 


( 31) 


thers, were choſe as a Committee, to examine the faid new 


Demand of Mr. Thomas Sayers; which Committee choſe, 
was Meſſieurs Turry, Caſlan, Mitchenſon, Fay, Webb, Watts, 
Kent, Ginn, Bond, Fuſon, Powell, White, or any five of 
them; and they met and made a Report thereof. 
But, Gentlemen, before the Report is laid before you, 
leaſe to obſerve, that this new Demand made, is near three 
ears after the ſettling his fraudulent Account, and of Ar- 
ticles that are all new, except *tis allowed that of the Meat 
is not new; and therefore, notwithſtanding a Deduction of 
316 /, 17 s. 1 d. was made out of the Ballance of 530 J. 165. 
d. be brought in as due to him, he does not in this new 
mand, demand one Penny of all that the Committee de- 
ducted : For it was the Petty-Scflions that deducted the 24 /. 
14 5. 6 d. as charged too Hah on the Meat, had all been good; 
which fully juſtifies the Committee, he knowing no Injuſtice 


d was done him, and therefore mentions nothing of the old 
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Account but the Meat, and that in a very odd Way, cal- 
ling it 20 J. when it was 24 J. 14 5. 6 d. that was deducted. 

And, Gentlemen, tis very obſervable, that Honeſt Tam 
had either deſerted his former Council, or they him, as all 
his Cunning and former Craft is loſt, he having made a De- 
mand (a Boot Demand) of all even Sums, tho' thoſe that he 
means is not one of them, an even Sum, and alſo ſuchSums 
that he knew that not one Penny was due ; but being left to 
himſelf, this his new Demand will appear by the Report of 
the Committee, and Reſolution of the Veſtry, the very 
Cauſe of Mr. Thomas Sayers, alias Honeſt Tom, the Butcher 
of WWhite-Croſs Street, late Head-Church-Warden of Se. 
Luke's Pariſh in the County of Middleſex, the very Means 
of his being indicted for Forgery, and he flying from Juſtice 
was outlawed. As by this new Demand, the laſt Article, 
that he called a Bill miſlaid of five Pounds, proved to be a 
true Bill of Parcels for Linnen really bought and paid for, 
of 5 J. 145. 6 d. concealed, not miſlaid ; for in lieu thereof, 
he had produced a forged one of 9 J. 15 s. in his Account 
ſettled ; which true Bill of Parcels, then being concealed, 
and now thus coming into the Committee's hands, gave them 
full Proof of the Forgery they time paſt ſuppas'd, but could 
not ſo fully prove. Ty 

The Committee's Report. 

« Whereas Mr. Thomas Sayers, late Church-Warden for 
<< the Year 1733, did on the 20th of Fuly 1737, make a 
„new Demand of the Pariſh of St. Luke, conſiſting of five 


Arti- 
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« Articles, to the Amount of eighty Pounds, not withſtand- 
$6 ing his Account for that Year was mutually ſettled, and 7 
„ the Ballance due to him paid, as by the Account ap- 
<< pears: iy Aa oa ibn e 
« And whereas, by an Order of Veſtry of the 27th of 
c. July 17.37, the faid new Demand of the ſaid Thomas Sayers, _ 
«« was referred to thoſe Veſtry-men. that were chofe in the 
„ Year 1733 to audit his ſaid Account, and three others ad- 
„ ded to them, to examine this ſaid new Demand, and 
„% make their Report, if any Part thereof is due, which 
<< Report to be made to the Veſtry the 3d of Auguſt next, on 
*« which Day a Veſtry is to be held: | 4 
« Purſuant to the Order above, we the under writ- 


<« ten, do make, as under, our Report; we ba- 


eving alſo re-examined. the ſajxd Account, ſet- 
« tled for the Year 1733. 3 


| The K&ATORD-..-.. 3 
Mr. Sayers's new De- We finding in the faid. Account 
mand. ſettled, 24 J. 14. 5. 6 d. is deducted; * 

| for Meat charged at a Price above 

the Market, the whole being de- 4 
livered in an arbitrary Way with- 


For Butchers Meat ſold 4 
and delivered, J. 20 0 0 


tled by the Juſtices. of the Pet- 
ty-Seſſions, in the ſaid Account, it 
Lis not due from the Pariſh. 5 

Wye finding no Order by the Pa- 

riſh to Mr. Patten, and had Mr. 

Sayers's late 2 been a juſt 

Patten's Bill the & one, free from Frauds, it had been. 

R J. 20 0 © ſettled without giving himſelf the 
Charge of a Proctor, or us ſo ma- 


concerns the Pariſh. l 
We finding Mr. Davis's Charge 
on Mr. Sayers, is for aſſiſting him 
againſt ſo ſtrict an 1 by the 
For Mr. Davis his At- Auditors, reſpecting the Frauds iu 
—_ „ Bill. J 20 o 0% bis Accounts; therefore, as it was 
3 a Charge brought on himſelf which 
need not, have been, if a fair Ac 
N count; it no way concerns the PfPa- 
 riſh.,, ; I 
| For 


out Order; therefore, as tis ſet- 


ny Enquiries ; therefore, it no way 
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Tis well known that we treat- 
ed ourſelves, notwithſtanding our 
Meetings were ſo . except 


the two laſt; at the firſt of which 
| Mr. Sayers was by one of us char- 
ged with having in his hands ſeven 
or eight Pounds as Money kept 
back or given him by the Tradeſ- 
| men when he paid them their Bills ; 
and then he acknowledged, that he 
| had four or five Pounds of ſuch 
Money in his Hands, with which 
he ſaid he deſigned to treat us; and 
he did that time pay the Reckon- 
| ing, and the Remainder might be 
ſpent at a Time and Place of his 
j own appointing; and therefore not 
{| due from the Pariſh. 
| 

| 


For Expences on the 4 
Auditors, 41,500; 


We finding that the ſaid Bill is a 
Bill of Parcels for 5 l. 145. 64 4. 
for Linnen, bought and paid for, 
of Mr. Wilkam Roper, in lieu of 
| which the ſaid Mr. Sayers charged 
in his Account, a Bill of Parcels 
of 9 J. 155. o d. as for Linnen 
N bought of the ſaid 1 * which 
12 bn ide: Bill is charged Ils in Quanti- 
For a ſmall Bill millaid, ty, and 2 Ell charged more 
J. 5 0 00 3 
*Y for each Ell than paid the faid 
illiam Roper, as appears by the 
ſaid Roper's Book; therefore, as 
the faid forged Bill of Parcels, of 
d. x5 7. is charged in Mr, Soyers's 
| fate Account, and ſettled, this Bill 
: of Parcels concealed, not miſlaid, 
rge Lis not due from the Pariſh. 


im And we are of Opinion, that there is nothing due to Mr. 
the Sayers, but what the Law would inflit on him. As 
in witneſs our hands, this 2d Day of Auguſt 1737. 
vas | Dan. Mobb. Gab. Kent. 
ich. William Mitchinſon. Artb. Ginn. 
\c- | | Fobn Watts. | Wm. Powell. 
Pa- 2 n. Fuſen. 

; Am. Caſſon. Edm. Bond. 


For | F The 
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The ſaid Report was made in Veſtry the 3d of Augu/t 
1737, on which the ſaid Veſtry came to the following Re- 
ſolution, viz, ©* Ordered and agreed by this Veſtry, That 
<< the ſaid Mr. Sayers be profecuted for Forgery as the Law 
« ꝗirects, at the Charge of the Pariſh. 

« Ordered, That Mr. ohn Bales, late Church-Warden, 
<< andthe Veſtry-Clerk, do go before a Mafter in Chancery, 
« and make a joint Affidavit in Writing, that the ſaid John 
„ Bates did pay the ſaid Thomas Sayers the Sum of 239 J. 
„3. 9 d. in Fall for the Principal and Intereſt due to him 

4 3 the Pariſh, purſuant to an Agreement dated the 3oth | 


« of January 17 34+ 


At a Veſtry the roth of Augf 1737. 1 
« Ordered and agreed, That the then Committee ap- 
pointed to examine Mr. Sayers's new Demand, or an 
40 — of them, be the Committee on behalf of the Pariſh, © 
<< to put in Execution the Reſolution of the Veſtry the 38 d 
«<< Inſtant relati to Mr . Sayers. | q 
« Ordered, Tobn Witten Veſtry-Clerk, ſhall be in- 
„ demnified by the Veſtry for keeping and detaining an ori- 
e ginal Bill of Parcels for 5 J. 14 5s. 6d. which he received 
c from the ſaid Mr. Sayers, and that Mr. 7/2bb, one of the 


4 Committee, do keep the ſaid Bill of Parcels, and the ſaid © 


« Committee's Report, until there ſhall be occaſion to pro- 
« duce them, and alſo the ſaid Mr. Sayers's new Demand. 
« And ordered, That the ſaid John Mitten, Veſtry- Clerk, 
<< do attend the faid Committee with Books we Papers, 
« from time to time, as they ſhall think needful in the Pro- 4 
« ſecution of the ſaid Thamas Sayers.” 1 
The mittee appointed an Attorney to carry on the 
ſaid Proſecution, and ordered him to draw up the Caſe and 1 
go to Council, and make a Report to them. 1 
The Opinion of Council was reported to the ſaid Com- 
mittee, in preſence of ſome other of the moſt ſubſtantial Pa- Þ 
riſhioners, and as Part of the fraudulent Account of the ſaid : 
Themas Sayers, was in that Part of the Year 1733, when 
the ſaid Lordſhip-Part of St. Giles's Cripplgate without, was 
not a new Pariſh, and Part thereof when a new Pariſh ; the 
Attorney, willing to be ſafe in the Indictment, and ſome 
other Points of Law offering themſelves, had Orders to go 
to 4 ſecond Council, and after that to a third; which when 
reported, the Attorney had Orders by the Committee to 
proceed in the Proſecution, £ 3 


= made. 


(33-3) 


Vet then, tis worth obſerving, that no great Haſte was 
made in — the ſaid Thomas Sayers, not knowing but 
the Senſe of his Guilt might produce ſuch Application to the 
Committee or Veſtry from him, that might be worthy of 
Compaſſion 3 but inſtead thereof, the Committee was in- 
ſulted and the Pariſh threatened, yet he was not indicted 
until December Seſſions, tho' the Order of Veſtry was made 


the 3d of Aiguſt. 


At the ſecond Seſſions at the Old-Baily, after theſe Orders, 
Thomas Sayers —_— at Hickes's Hall, the laſt Day of the 
ſaid Seſſions, that no Indictment was before the Grand Jury 
againſt him, he did petition the Bench, that an Order might 
be granted that his Accounts (tho' ſo long before ſettled and 
paid) might be afreſh audited ; and as there was none 
in the Court to ſet that Affair in a due Light, an Order was 

When the Veſtry was acquainted therewith, they made 
an Order, That the Committee ordered to proſecute Mr. 
Sayers, ſhould take all needful Care thereof; and the ſaid 
Committee did give their Attorney Orders to get a Copy of 
the ſaid Order of Seſſions. 

But when the next Seffions came, which was in December 
1737, the ſaid Order was not confirmed, but Mr. Themas 
Sapers, alias Honeſt Tom the Butcher of White-Croſs-Street, 
was indicted for Forgery ; a Copy of which Indictment was 
as follows : 


Middleſex. 

4 H E Jurors for our Lord the King, upon their Oath 

preſent, That Thmas Sayers, of the Pariſh of St. Luke 
in the County of Middleſex, Butcher, upon the Eleventh 
Day of Oeber, in the Seventh Year of the Reign of our So- 
vereign Lord Gtorge the Second, now King of Great Britain, 
Sc. was one of the Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the 
Poor of the then Part of the Pariſh of St. Giles's Cripple- 
gate, which lay in the County of Middle{cx, and which then 
was, and Time out of Mind had been called and known by 
the Name of the Lordſhip Part of the ſame Pariſh, to wit, 
at [/lingten in the faid County of Middleſex: And the faid 
Thomas Sayers being ſo one of the Church-Wardens and 


# Overſeers of the Poor, as aforeſaid, he the faid Thomas 


Sayers, upon the fare Day and Year, at Mington aforeſaid, 
bought of one 7F7/1iam Roper, for the Uſe of the Poor of the 
theu ſaid Lordſhip-Part of the ſaid Pariſh of St. Gilcs's Cripple- 

F 2 _— 
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dens and Overſeers of the Poor, as aforeſaid, the ſaid Part 
of the ſaid Pariſh of St. Giles's Cripplegate, lying in the ſaid 
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ate, one hundred and four Ells of Linnen Cloth, common- 

called Dowlaſs, of the Price of nine Pence by the Ell | 
fie every Ell thereof, amounting to the Sum of three Pounds 
and eighteen Shillings of lawful Money of this Realm. And 
the Jurors aforeſaid,” upon their ſaid Oath further preſent, | 
That the ſaid Thomas Sayers being ſo one of the Church- War- 


County of Middleſex, and called and known by the Name of 
the ſaid Lordſhip Part as aforeſaid, afterwards, to wit, upon 
the ſixteenth Day of October in the ſame Year, at Iſlington 
aforeſaid, by force of the Statute in that Caſe made and 

rovided, was made to be for ever, of itſelf a diſtindt Pariſh, * 
to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, and was then and 
there, in purſuance of the faid Act, named the Pariſh of St. 2 
Luke, And the Pariſhioners of the ſaid Lordſhip- Part, 
thereby, then, and there, became, and were, and ſtill are, 
Pariſhioners of the ſaid Pariſh of St. Luke ; and by Force of 
the ſame Statute, the ſaid Themas Sayers being ſo one of the 
Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor of the ſaid 
Lordſhip-Part, as aforeſaid, then and there became, and 
was one of the Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the Poor 
of the ſaid Pariſh of St. Luke. And the ſaid Thomas Sayers | 
being ſo one of the Church-Wardens and Overſeers of the 
Poor of the Pariſh of St. Luke, as aforeſaid, he the ſaid Thomas | 
Sayers afterwards, and during his Continuance in the ſame © 
Offices, to wit, upon the 21ſt Day of November in the ſame © 
Year, at Jſigton aforeſaid, bought of the ſaid Milliam Roper 
For the Uſe of the Poor of the ſaid Pariſh of St, Luke, forty © 
eight Els and three Quarters of an Ell of other Linnen Cloth, 
called Dowlafs, at and after the Rate and Price of nine 
Pence by the Ell for every Ell thereof, and ſo in Proportion 
for a lefler Quantity than an El! thereof, amounting in the 
whole to the Sum of ſix and thirty Shillings and Sixpence 3 
three Farthings of like lawful Money, Of which ſaid ſeveral 3 
Parcels of Goods ſo fold to the ' ſaid Thomas Sayers, and of 
the ſeveral Sums of Money for which they were fo fold, as 
aforeſaid, Mary Reper, Wife of the ſaid William Roper, af- 
ter warde, to wit, upon the twenty ſecond Day of December 
in the ſame Year, at //lirgton aforcſaid, wrote and delivered 
to the faid Thomas Sayers a Bill of Parcels in Writing, with 
a Receipt in Writing on the back of the ſame for the Con- 
tents thereof, ſigned with the proper Hand of the ſaid Mary 


as * 


- 


: 


Roper, 


. 
72 which ſaid Bill of Parcels and Receipt, are in the 
O 


rds and Figures following ; that is to ſay, 


OH. 11. Thomes . Dr. 


1733. 
11 To Willm. Roper. 


104 ells of dolis atgd. =- 3 18 o 
Nov. 
21. 48 3 ells of do. 9g 4. 1 16 62 


IL. 4 14 61 


2 


des 22. 1733. 
receud 5 full contents 
of this bill and all acounts 


by me Mary Roper. 


And the ſaid Thomas Sayers then and there paid to. the faid 
Mary Roper for the Uie of the ſaid William Roper, the Sum 
of five Pounds fourteen Shillings and Sixpence three Farthings 
of like lawful Money, and no more, for the ſaid Goods con- 
tained in the ſaid Bill of Parcels, and fold to him as afore- 
ſaid. And the faid Jurors upon their ſaid Oath further preſent, 
That the ſaid Thomas Sayers afterwards, to wit, upon the 
eighth Day of May, in the ſeventh Year aforeſaid, at [//ing- 
ton aforeſaid, falſely, ſubtilely and deceitfully deviſing and 
intending to deceive and defraud the faid Pariſhioners of the 
faid late Part of the ſaid Pariſh of St. Giles's Cripplegate, 
called the Lordſhip Part, and afterwards Pariſhioners of the 
ſaid Pariſh of Sr, Luke, of a large Sum of Money, upon the 
ſame Day and Year at [/iington aforeſaid, of his own Device 
and Imagination, falſely, unlawfully, knowingly, deceit- 
fully and feloniouſly, made, wrote, forged and counterfeit- 
ed, and cauſed to be made, written, forged and counterſeit- 
ed, a certain Writing upon Paper, purporting to be a Bill of 
Parcels of divers Goods and Merchandizes fold by the ſaid 
William Roper, amounting in the whole to the Sum of nine 
Pounds fifteen Shillings of like lawful Money; and alſo then 
and there, of his own like Device and Imagination, falſely, 
unJawfully, knowingly, deceitfully and feloniouſly, made, 
wrote, forged and counterfeited, and cauſed to be made, 
written, forged and counterfeited, another Writing upon the 
fame Paper under the faid Bill of Parcels laſt above mention- 
ed, purpcrting to be a Receipt under the Hand of the ſaid 
b * 8 * + ” - Mary 


> 
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Mary Roper, of the full Contents of the ſaid- forged Bill ; 
which ſaid Bill of Parcels, fo forged as aforeſaid, and the ſai 
Receipt thereupon, ſo forged as aforeſaid, are in the Words 
and Figures following ; that is to ſay, 
October the 11. 17 


3. 
Bought of J/illiam Reper 


. 


| 


4. #. 


—— 


—— 


KL; 

120 Ells of Dowleys at 1 5 Ss 
3 
O 


Nov. the 21 
60 Ells of Dow at 1 5s. - 
30 Yards of Ribe at 6 d. 


o o 
15 © 


Decembr. the 22. 1733. 
Received th full Contents of this bill 
by me Mary Roper. 


- 0 
5 * YT lf 
a 4 q 4 _ = 4 
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And the ſaid Jurors further preſent, That the ſaid Thomas i 
Sayers, well knowing the ſaid Bill of Parcels and Receipt laſt 
2bove mentioned, to be forged and counterfeited, as aſore- 4 
ſaid, afterwards, to wit, upon the ame eighth Day of May 7 
in the Year aforefaid, at //:»gton afoteſaid, falſely, knowing- 
ly, unlawfully, deceitfully and feloniouſly publiſhed, and 
cauſed to be publiſhed, the ſaid falſe, forged and counter- | 
feited Bil) of Parcels, as and for a true and proper Bill of 3 
Parcels of Goods fold to him the ſaid Thomas Sazers by the 
faid William Roper, and the faid falſe, forged and counters © 
feited Receipt, as and for a true and proper Receipt of the 
Contents of the ſaid forged and counterfeited Bill of Parcels } 
being paid by him the faid Thomas Sayers to the ſaid Mary 
Feder, and ſigned by the faid Mary Roper, when in Truth 
and in Fact, the ſaid Thomas Sayers did not buy of the faid } 
Filliam Roper the ſaid ſeveral Parcels of Goods mentioned ih | 
the faid forged and counterfeited Bill of Parcels, nor did the 
faid Thimas Sayers pay to the ſaid Mary Roper, nor to, nor to 
the Uſe of the ſaid Villiau Roper, the ſaid Sum of nine 
Pounds fifteen Shillings, in the faid forged and counterſeited 
Bill of Parcels mentioned ; nor is the Name Mary Roper 
itubſcribed to the ſaid forged and counterfeited Receipt the 
proper Hand-writing of the ſaid Mary Roper; nor was the 
116 wrot2 nor ſubſcribed to the ſaid Receipt, by the Order 
or Direction of the ſaid Mary Roper, or of the ſaid elliam 
| | Roper; 
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Roper; but the ſaid forged and counterfeited Bill of Pareela 
1 , Yang Receipt, were fo falſely, knowingly and felohioully 
110 publiſhed by the faid Thomas Sayers, with Intent to deceive 
ds and defraud the Pariſhioners of the ſaid Pariſh of St, Luke of 
as large Sum of Money, to wit, of the Sum of four Pounds, 

and five Pence and one Farthing : He the ſaid Thomas Sayers 

then and there charging the Pariſhioners of the ſaid Parith of 

St. Luke in his Account of his Disburſements relating to the 

ſaid Poor, as Church-Warden and Overſeer as aforeſaid, 

with the ſaid Sum of nine Pounds and fifteen Shillings, as 

Money paid by him for the Uſe of the ſaid Poor, for the 

ſaid Goods, in the ſaid forged and counterfeited Bill of Par- 

cels mentioned, inſtead of the ſaid Sum of fave Pounds four- 

teen Shillings and Sixpence three Farthings by him paid up- 

on the Account, and in the manner firſt above mentioned 

to the great Damage of the Pariſhioners. of the ſaid Pariſh of 
St. Luke, and of the Poor of the faid Pariſh ; To the great 
Contempt of our Sovereign Lord the King, and of his Laws, 
to the evil Example of all others in the like Caſe offending, 
2 contrary to the Form of the Statute in ſuch Caſes lately made 
and provided, and againſt the Peace of our ſaid Lord the 
King, his Crown and Dignity, And the ſaid Jurors upon 
their ſaid Oath further preſent, That the ſaid s Sayers 
baving been one of the Church-Wardens and Overſeers of 
the Poor, as aforeſaid, falſely, ſubtilely and deceitfully de- 
viſing and intending to deceive and defraud the Pariſhioners 
of the Pariſh of &. Luke aforeſaid of a large Sum of Money, 
afterwards, to wit, upon the ſame eighth Day of day, in tae 
ſaid ſeventh Year of the Reign of our now ſaid Lord the King, 
at Mington aforeſaid, of his own Device and Imagination, 
falſely, knowingly, unlawfully, deceitfully and felonioufly, 
publiſhed, and cauſed to be publiſhed, another falſe, forged 
and counterfeit Writing upon Paper, purporting to be another 
Bill of Parcels of divers Goods and Merchandizes ſold by the 
laid 1/lham Reaper, amounting in the whole to the Sum of 
other nine Pounds fifteen Shillings of like lawful Money, as 
and for a true and proper Bill of Parcels of Goods fold to him 
the ſaid Thomas Sayers by the faid William Roper ; and alſn 
then and there, of his own like Device and Imagination, 
falſely, knowingly, unlawfully, deceitfully and feloniouſly 
publiſhed, and cauſed to be publiſhed, another Writing upon 
the fame Paper, under the ſame Bill of Parcels, purporting 
to be a Receipt under the Hand of the ſaid Mary Roper, of 
the full Contents of the faid forged Bill laſt above mentioned, 

. as 


(45) 
ws for a true and proper Receipt of the Contents of the ſaid 
forged and counterfeited Bill of Parcels being paid by him 
the ſaid Thomas Sayers to the ſaid Mary Roper, and Tees 
by the ſaid Mary Roper ; he the ſaid Thomas Sayers, then and 
there well knowing the ſaid Bill of Parcels and Receipt laſt | 
mentioned to be forged and counterfeited : when in Truth 
and in Fact, the ſaid Thomas Sayers did not buy of the ſaid ©? 
William Roper the ſaid ſeveral Parcels of Goods mentioned 
in the ſaid forged and counterfeited Bill of Parcels laſt men- 
tioned ; nor did the ſaid Thomas Sayers pay to the ſaid Mary 
Roper, nor to, nor to the Uſe of the ſaid Milliam Roper, the 
faid Sum of nine Pounds fifteen Shillings in the ſaid laſt men- 
tioned forged and counterfeited Bill of Parcels mentioned, 
nor is the Name Mary Roper ſubſcribed to the ſaid forged 
and counterfeited Receipt, the proper Hand-writing of the * 


faid Mary Roper, nor was the ſame wrote nor ſubſcribed to 


the ſame Receipt by the Order or Direction of the ſaid Mary © 
Roper, or of the ſaid William Roper; but the ſaid forged and 
counterfeited Bill of Parcels and Receipt laſt above mention- 
ed, were ſo _— knowingly and feloniouſly publiſhed by 3 
the ſaid Thomas Sayers, with an Intent to deceive and de- 


fraud the Pariſhioners of the ſaid Pariſh of St. Luke of a large 
Sum of Money, to wit, of the ſaid Sum of nine Pounds and 


fifteen Shillings laſt above mentioned: He the ſaid Thomas 
Sayers then and there charging the Pariſhioners of the ſaid 
Pariſh of St. Luke in his Account of his Disburſements rela- 
ting to the ſaid Poor, as one of the Church-Wardens and O- 
verſeers as aforeſaid, with the ſaid Sum of nine Pounds and 
fifteen Shillings laſt above mentioned, as Money paid by him 
for the Uſe of the ſaid Poor, for the ſaid Goods in the ſaid © 
laſt forged and counterfeited Bill of Parcels mentioned; to 
the great Damage of the Pariſhioners of the faid Pariſh of 
St. e, and of the Poor of the ſaid Pariſh, to the great 
Contempt of our 3 Lord the King, and of his Laws, 
to the evil Example of all others in the like Caſe offending, 
contrary to the Form of the Statute in ſuch Caſes lately made 
and provided, and againſt the Peace of our Sovereign Lord 
the King, his Crown and gy, Sc. And the Jurors 3 
aforeſaid, upon their Oath aforeſaid, do further preſent, * 
That the aforeſaid Thomas Sayers on the ſaid eighth Day of 
May, in the ſaid ſeventh Year of the Reign of our faid now Þ 
Lord the King, with Force and Arms, at the ſaid Pariſh of 
St. Luke, in , 4 County of Middleſex aforeſaid, a certain 
falſe, forged and counterfeited Acquittance and Receipt for | 
| oney 


| () 
aid Money (written under a certain Bill of Parcels) ponioully 
um did utter and publiſh as true; which ſaid laſt mentioned Bill 
ied of Parcels, and the fame falſe, forged and counterfeited Ac- 
ittance and Receipt, written under the ſame Bill, follow 


at in the Words and Figures following; that is to ſay, 
ad Onder the 11. 1733. 
Bought of William Roper. 
I. 5. d. 
120 Ells of Dowleys, at 15. 6 o 0 
Nov. the 21 
60 Ells of Dow. at 15. oO © 


30 Yards of Ryſha, at 6 d. 15 O 


9 


Decembr. the 22 1733. 
Received th full Contents of this bill 
by me Mary Roper, 


With Intention to defraud the Pariſhioners of the Pariſh of 
St. Luke aforeſaid, in the ſaid County of Middleſex (he the 
ſaid Thomas Sayers, at the ſaid Time, when he ſo uttered and 
publiſhed the ſaid laſt mentioned falſe, forged and counter- 
feited Acquittance and Receipt, well knowing the ſame Ac- 
quittance and Receipt, ſo by him uttered and publiſhed, to 
be falſe, forged and counterfeited) againſt the Form of the 
Statute in ſuch Caſe made and provided, and againſt the 
Peace of our ſaid. Lord the King, his Crown and Dignity. 
Daniel Wbb. 
Edmund Bond. 
Benj. Eves. 


Foſhua Bewley. 


And here, Gentlemen, is a freſh Inſtance of the Clemency 
of the Committee and Pariſh : For tho' the Criminal had 
treated the Committee and Pariſh ſo unbecoming, and they 
might have ſecured him before indicted, and alio knew where 
he was when the Bill was found, yet they made no haſte to 
et a Warrant, but waited until next Day that the Bench 
arrant- was ſent, and then put it not into an Officer's 
hand, willing he ſhould have all poſſible time to make his De- 
tence, as bis Life lay at Suke 3 but they were forc'd to = 


, 


5 
ceed, by one of his Friends finding out that Evening two or 
three of the Committee, and charged them as not acting like 
Engliſhmen or Chriſtians, in keeping a Warrant in their Poc- 
kets againſt an innocent Man, as he ſtiled him, that was 
then at home ready to _ it, and if not executed, he 


would ſurrender at the Old-Baily on the Morrow. There- 
fore thoſe of the Committee thus charged, willing to act be- 
coming their 'T ruſt, found out others, and Orders were given, | 
tho” late that Evening, to the Attorney to provide for the 
Trial the next Day, to prepare Briefs and fee Council, and 
what elſe was needful to be done, tho' not otherwiſe need- 
ful until next Seſſions, and as he fled from Jaſtice, not need- ' 
ful at all : which added, with other things of this Nature, | 
to the Charge in the Attorney's Bill. f 
But this proved a Banter, not the Action of a Friend, ei- 
ther of Mr. Sayers or the Pariſh ; it being ſince evident, that 
Honeſt Tem never deſigned to ſtand a Trial; for the next 
Day the Committee ſent an Officer with the Warrant, but 
no Thomas Sayers was to be found. 
After that Seſſions was over, ſeveral of Honeſt Tom's Friends 
made Intereſt with the Committee, that Bail might be took, * 
and it was granted and agreed, that the next Day his Bail 1 
Thould meet the Attorney at the Lord Chief Juſtice's Cham- 
bers; and there the Attorney attended, but no body in be- 
half of Thomas Sayers appeared: on which his Lordſhip's 
Warrant was granted, but his Tipſtaff, or the Conſtables ? 
could never find the ſaid Thomas Sayers, F 
It was given out alſo the next Seſſions, that he would 
ſurrender, yet he did not; and therefore the Outlawry was 
proceeded on. | 1 
Some time after, when a Veſtry was ſitting, Thomas Sayers's | 
Wife, and her two Brothers, and an Attorney, ſollicited the 
ſaid Veſtry that the Outlawry might be ſtopped, and offered 
to make the Pariſh ſuch Satisfaction as the Veſtry would di- 
rect. 3 
On which they were asked if they had any Petition or 
Meſſage from the ſaid Thomas Sayers © They ſaid no; or a- 
ny Acknowledgment of his Crime, and if he did beg Merey 
of the Pariſh? Anſwer was made by one of them that ap- 
peared in his Behalf, that they did not dare to truſt the 
Veſtry with fuch an Acknowledgment. j 
Then his Wife was asked, if ſhe thought her Husband 
was innocent ? She faid that her Husband thought it was no. 
Hare to riſe the Money þs had expended gn fome in ths 
| | aruh, 


( 43) 
Pariſh, in the Way he endeavoured to do, ſince he knew he 
could not charge it in his Account as ſuch, 

IT ben they were deſired to withdraw; and in the Debate 
that enſued, it was alledged, That as there was no Meſſage 
from the Criminal, and inftead of a Senſe of his Crime, he 
was by his Friends juſtified in what he was guilty of, there- 
fore, neither-the Law of God nor Man did call for Mercy. 

And the Veſtry came to the following Reſolution : * That 
« as no Petition or Meſſage did appear from Themas Sayers 
« to the Veſtry, and the Affair therefore not come regularly 
* before them as a Veſtry, they would take no Knowledge 
thereof as a Veſtry, but leave it to the Committee to pro- 
&« ceed in the Outlawry as the Law directed.” And Mr. 
Layers's Friends were called in and acquainted therewith. 
After this, the ſaid Thomas Sayers was regularly outlawed on 
the faid Indictment. 

Lou have new had the moſt material Part of Mr. Sayers's 
fraudulent Accounts laid before you, tho' no Particulars of 
the double Charges of one and the ſame Article in each Ac- 
count under diftcrent Names, and ſeveral ſuch like craft 
Actions, which ſome would believe too crafty for Honeſt 
Lem alone. 

And you have ſeen how providentially he was detected a 
firſt and ſecond time, and ſo villainous a Scheme laid open; 
and alſo, how at laſt, when all was almoſt forgot, he came 
to be proſecuted and outlaw'd. And it can be ſaid to a Man, 
that not one of the Committee that proſecuted him, did it 
in diſreſpect. to him as Thomas Sayers the Butcher, but as 
Thomas Sayers the wicked Head-Church-Warden, as an Ex- 
ample of Puniſhment for all ſuch Pariſh-Officers througheut 
Great Britain, 

As a Cloſe to the whole, there ſcems nothing now more 
needful, but an Appeal to the Gentlemen of St. Lak?'s Pa- 


riſh, whom it ſo nearly concerns, in behalf of thoſe Veſtey- 


Men that were at firſt for ſo ſtrict an Enquiry, and alſo 
for making the ſaid Thomas Sayers a publick Example, and 
in Behalf of the (aid Committee that did the firſt and laſt, 
and of all that have made ſo noble a Stand for the future 
Welfare of the new Pariſh, ' 

And that you may the better govern your Thoughts, and 
come to a right Judgment who deſerve your Thanks, and 
who your Cenſure ; thoſe that were for ſtifling the Enquiry, 
er thoſe for making it, and doing the Pariſh Juſtice : The 

G 2 moſt 


( a4 ) 
moſt material Frauds that he was detected i in, are ſet before 
you as under, in one View, viz. 
. A. 


In charging a thak 

Rope that colt but 

In 3 — the Sa- 

crament Linnen 
that coſt but 


In charging 24 Poor 
Perſons ſent to At 


oo 12 co more than coſt oo 08 or 


11 13 oo more than coſt o8 04:06 


Hoſpital, when ( 30 99 00 more than pd, 15 00 00 


but 12 were ſent 

In T. the 
Maiden Git that 
coſt that Part not 

In charging the Lin- 
nen for the Poor 
that coſt but 

In charging the ca-9 

ſual Poor-Book;as | 
it appeared to the | 7 


Committee . oo oo more than pd. 185 08 oz | 


oo 18 co more than coſt 03 02 oo 


0 
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69 ob oqt᷑ more than coſt 41 10 111 


was really paid but 
J. 163 11 6, yet 
by them allowed, 
With ſome {mall Frauds and double Cong 8 of 
deducted, amounting to- 'F e 


| 292 O2 967 b 
And by the Petty Seſſions as charged, deducted 1 
on the Meat above the Market rio, in . 24 14 06 
J. 98 15 10 =» = — 5 


To which, if added for the? 
229 Shirts and Shifts, 
which is 558 Ells and 
Yards not accounted for, $1233 Ells and Yards, 
which makes of the 2393 | 


— 
316 17 o 


Ells and Vards of Linnen 
charged, but - 
If the 12 Pairof Sheets, that” 558 not accounted for, 


is 108 Ells, entered in the 602 never bought, 
Workhouſe-Book that ——— 


were never delivered, is not 239 3 
mentioned, you cannot err, Pleaſe, 


that is, 


ale, 


1 

Pleaſe to obſerve, that the ſaid Thomas Sayers, tho' ba 
makes a new Demand on the Pariſh of St. Luke, and allo 
petitions the Seſſions at Hickes's Hall, that his Account 
might be re-examined, yet he does not in either mention 
one Word by way of Complaint againſt any one Article or 
Sum that the ſaid Committee had deducted out of the Bal- 
lance of 5 30 l. 16s. 5£ d. as firſt he brought it in, which is 
a full Juſtification of what the Committee did. A 

The Caſe is plain: Was the Account to be adjuſted anew, 
the Ballance of 213 J. 19 5. 44 d. that was paid him with 
Intereſt, might be brought to near the Sum of 113 J. 19 5. 

24. and no Injuſtice done Thomas Sayers, which would 
make the Deduction in that Account upwards of 400 /. 

In his new Demand, he complains of no one Article ac- 
counted for but the Meat ſettled by the Petty-Seffions : The 
other Articles in his new Demand are ſuch, that never was 
nor ever did belong to that Account nor the Pariſh, unleſs it 

be the true Bills of Parcels that proved the Forgery, which 
was paid for double almoſt in the faid Account. 

And in his Petition to the Seffions, which you will ſee as 
under, he confirms his Thoughts of the Committee : For 
there his Complaint is grounded wholly on the Meat, and 
on ſome Miſtakes and Omiſſions he ſays he had made in his 
Account, but not a Word of one Penny deducted to his Da- 
mage by the Committee, or any elſe, but off the Meat. 

And if you add the Conſideration of his deſiring two of 
the Committee to go to his Wife, telling them ſhe would 
tell them the real Truth, and that his Wife did acknow- 
ledge to thoſe two Committee-Men, that they, (that is her 
Husband, &c.) had added both Price and Quantity to what 
they bought and paid for, and that her Husband thought it 
no Harm to raiſe the Money as ſhe faid he had expended on 
ſome, (which he knew he could not charge as ſuch) in the 
Way that he endeavoured to do : 

And that the ſaid Thomas Sayers made but very lender En- 
deavours to excuſe himſelf ; but as the ſeveral Frauds were 
proved, ſo he acquieſced with the Deductions: It will not 
be very hard to be certain where the Guilt lay. 


And, as now you have had the real Truth of Facts laid 
before you, you will the eaſier come to a true Judgment 
who does deſerve your Thanks and who your Centure ; and 
if near 500 J. in one Year, and that the firſt Year of the 
new Pariſh, was not worth a Saving or not ; and if expend- 


ing 70 4, out of that Sum is not good Management, and 


ns (46) 
becoming the Honour of St. Luke's Pariſh, in making ſuch 
a Head-Church-Warden a publick Example to all elſe in the 
Kingdom, | | | 

But ſime do deem him till an innocent Man, tho' fled 
from Juſtice : | 
And others a Fool, for not making a full Diſcovery who 
were his Counſellors : 


But others a Fool indeed, for making the new Demand 
that brought him to Juſtice. 


The Order of the Seſſiuns at Hickes's Hall. 


Mr. Thomas Sayers's Petition to the Bench of Fuſtices in Seſ- 
ſims at Hickes's Hall, as taken out of the Order made, but 
not confirmed. | 


Middleſex. 

AT the General Quarter-Seſſions of the Peace of our So- 
vereign Lord the King, holden for the County of Mid- 

Aleſex at Hickes's Hall in St. John's Street, in the Sn a- 

foreſaid, by Adjournment, on Monday the tenth Day of O#-- 

ber, in the Eleventh Year of the Reign of our e 

Lord George the Second, King of Great Britain, &c. 


Whereas Thomas Sayers hath exhibited his humble Petition | 
unto this Court, ſetting forth, That the Petitioner was in 
the Year 1732 and 1733, Church-Warden of the Pariſh of 
St. Lye in this County; and that he, being a Butcher, the 
Overſeers of the Poor for the faid Pariſh, bought what But- 
chers Meat they wanted for the Workhouſe, and at the ſame 
time agreed for a Price, and always weighed it and paid the 
Petitioner monthly for the ſame. 

But when the Petitioner's Accounts of Church- Warden 
came to be examined before a Committee of Veſtry, they 
ſtruck off twenty Pounds on account of the ſaid Butchers 
Meat, tho' none was charged in his faid Account, it being 
bought at a Price by the ſaid Overſeers, and paid for every 
Month, as aforeſaid : And that your Petitioner has made 
ſevera! Omiſſions and Miſtakes in his faid Accounts, amount- 
ing toa large Sum of Money, which was laid out and ex- 
pended by your Petitioner on Account of the ſaid Pariſh, and 
has had no Allovrance for the ſame : And therefore the Pe- 
titioner humbly prays, that he may have his Accounts re- 
examined, and that he may have Satisfaction made by the 


ſaid Pariſn for ſo much as thall appear to be his juſt due. 
. , "0 * | Now, 


4 


" = 
nk. be 5 ” 


| | 2 * 4 E * 15 
Now, upon hearing of Mr. Theed, the Council for the Pe- 
itioner, tis ordered by the Court, c. 


Pleaſe to obſerve, Gentlemen, that even in this laſt Ef- 
fort of this Honeſt Tam, how little of Truth there is. He 
ho Wſets out in his Petition, That he was a Church-Warden in 

St. Luke's Pariſh in the Years 1732 and 1733, when it was 
nd not a Pariſh until October 1733, He alſo affirms, That the 

Meat was agreed for at a Price, and weighed by the Over- 

ſeers, when it can be proved he was by the Overſeers told 

they had bought elſewhere, yet he ſent his in without Orders, 
| even by four of the Clock ſome Mornings; and that the 
Committee ſtruck off twenty Pounds, when the Committee 
ſtruck not off one Penny: But the Petty- Seſſions did deduct 
241. 14 5s. 6d. But in truth, he did with a witneſs make 
many Miſtakes. 


N. B. If notwithſtanding what has been mentioned, any one 
ſhould query the Truth of the Facts aſſerted, they may be 
ſatisfied if they will give themſelves the Trouble to ſee the 
Account as entred in the Veſtry-Book, or enquire of any 
one of the unbiaſſed Veſtry-Men of that new Pariſh ; or 
of either of the ten Committee-Men that fign'd the Report, 

| or of either of the Honourable Juſtices that attended the 

10 Petty Seſſions at the Reæd- Lion Coffeehouſe in Clerkenwell 
of Pariſh. 
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